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A little Island history 

Mayan Figurine Dated to 4500 B.C. Among 
Treasures Louis Rawalt Found on The Island

Surviving the 1933 hurricane

Things are starting to pick up after 
the holiday doldrums as the Winter 
Texans continue to liven things up 
Around The Island. It wouldn’t have 
been surprising to see a trolley car 
come whipping down Whitecap this 
week with the amount of fog we’ve 
had. If we only had some hills and 
some Rice A Roni…

We don’t know if fog was involved 
but we had the latest attempt to 
jump Packery Channel in a truck last 
Saturday as this fellow stopped just 
short of dipping his front fender in 
the water. 

Imagine our chagrin 
last week as we were driving through 
downtown only to see a bevy of police 
officers chasing a…javelina! As can 
see from this photo, this fellow was 
a quick one who was hard to get a 
shot of in the driving rain. He looked 
like he was going to duck into Hank’s 
New Lounge on People’s Street but 
may have been afraid he would end 
up on the menu. The last time we saw 
him he was leading his entourage 
along Upper Broadway. That’s one 
hog with a story to tell.

Thefts of boat equipment

We have had several reports of boats 
being burglarized in recent weeks. 
The thieves take their time and in 
one case even moved security lights 
before coming back and stripping 
a boat of its electronic gear. The 
best guess by victims is that these 
peckerwoods arrive and leave by 
water. Most of the thefts have been 
south of Whitecap. 

Barefoot Mardi Gras

The Kick Off Party for Barefoot 
Mardi Gras is Thursday, February 
7, 5:30 p.m. at the Waterline Bar  at 
Doc’s Seafood & Steaks. The parade 
and party are Saturday, March 2. 

ISAC openings

There are three opening on the Island 
Strategic Action Committee that will 
be filled by the Corpus Christi City 
Council in March. The group is an 
advisory committee to the council 
and has been The Island’s voice at 
city hall since 2010. If you would 
like to help shape the Island’s future 
this is a way to get involved. Anyone 
interested can go on the city’s website 
and fill out an application and the city 
council will take a vote to fill the 
seats in March. It’s a chance to make 
a difference. 

It’s been great weather for a beach 
fire lately so get out there and get con 
fuego everybody…and say hello if 
you see us Around The Island.

Editor’s note: This is the latest 
in a series of stories based on the 
memoirs of Islander Louis Rawalt 
who moved to The Island with his 
wife Viola in 1926 after being given 
six months to live by doctors. He 
lived here for more than 50 years. 

In the last issue he and his friend 
Shorty had made their way to their 
cabins 40 miles down the beach in 
the face of the oncoming hurricane 
of 1933 to get belongings before the 
storm hit. They didn’t make it back 
in time. 

By Louis Rawalt,

Fortune was kind to us that night. 
By following our recently made 
tracks back up the center of the 
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island, we laboriously made our way 
to the north end of Padre. There we 
found the waters of the Laguna Madre 
lapping over the plank troughs of the 
causeway. Could we make it? The 
choice had to be made quickly. We 
would try. So I nosed the Model-A 
onto the planks, and we inched our 
way over the water. Wind tore at us, 
and rain poured down in torrents.

In was daylight by then. A liquid, 
gray daylight in which everything 
blended and wavered like the scenes 
in an underwater film. At the ship 
channel we found that the swing 
bridge had been torn partly loose. The 
ends of it were two feet higher than 
the planks of the causeway. A barge 
was anchored nearby with several 

Photo by Laurie Lyng

men aboard. They came to our 
rescue. Climbing from the barge to 
the causeway, they lifted the Ford 
and set it on the bridge; then they 
set it down at the other end. Thus, 
we finally reached the comparative 
safety of the mainland.

Later we found that during the next 
hour, the causeway was reduced 
to a total wreck. The planks were 
torn lose and flung through the air. 
Some of them were found weeks 
later in the mesquite forests of the 
million-acre King Ranch, twenty 
miles away.

That hurricane left devastation 
everywhere it moved. Much of 

Alligator Washes Up Near Bob Hall Pier
In early December Jan Whittington posted video of at least twenty-five alligators swimming in a shallow 
pool on a remote Island in the Laguna Madre south of Mansfield Channel on what she dubbed “Gator 

Island.” Whittington said some of the alligators were as large as fourteen feet long. 
She did not give the exact location because she said people would kill the gators as they were in a place 
so remote they posed no threat to humans. Flying over in a helicopter Whittington said Gator Island was 

about one-half mile long and about fifty yards wide and located near several other small islands.  
That may explain where this guy came from. He washed up this week near Mile Marker 237. 

Islander of the Week

The Oldest Islander 
Turns 104!

Our Islander of the Week this 
time is Harvie Chisholm who 

turned 104 on Tuesday. She lives 
on The Island with her son Steve 
and they celebrated the big day 
with chocolate and sombreros. 
Harvie attributes her longevity 
to her love of bananas, peanut 
butter, and chocolate kisses. 

Harvie had older brothers and 
sisters but she was the youngest 
and her father, Harvey, decided 
he wanted a Junior so Harvey 

was changed to Harvie. She has 
lived on The Island for eleven 
years after moving here from 

North Carolina. Happy Birthday 
Harvie and we’ll see you for 

your 105th! You are our Islander 
of the Week.

Saturday, February 9

2019 Texas 
Adopt-A-Beach 
Winter Beach 

Cleanup
Texas General Land Office Adopt-

A-Beach Winter Cleanup is set for 
Saturday, February 9, from 9:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m.  

Volunteers this year will have 
their work cut out for them as large 
amounts of wood built up on the 
beach during the 35-day federal 
government shutdown. Padre 
Island National Seashore Education 
Coordinator William "Buzz" Botts 
said the Texas coast, and particularly 
Padre Island National Seashore, is 

Cleanup History of the 
Harbor Island Property

Editor’s note: A plan to permit a 
water desalination plant on Harbor 
Island across the Corpus Christi 
Ship Channel from Port Aransas is 
the subject of a public meeting at 
Port Aransas City Hall at 5 p.m. on 
Thursday, February 7. 

The site has historically been the 
location of heavy industry and was 
cleaned up the Port of Corpus Christi 
at a cost of about $12 million get it 
to what if termed Brown Field status 
which allows for heavy industry, like 
a desalination plant, to be located 
there, but not sufficiently to allow 
for residential or retail development. 
The following is a history of cleanup 
work at Harbor Island from the Port 
of Corpus Christi.

The property on Harbor Island that 
is now owned by the Port of Corpus 
Christi Authority was for many 
decades (since 1920’s) owned by 
private interests and used as a crude 
oil receiving, shipping and storage 
facility.   

The Port of Corpus Christi Authority 
purchased 75.126 acres of land 
from Fin-Tex Pipe Line Co. (Fina) 
in January 31, 1996.  This property 

included a number of oil storage 
tanks and one ship dock fronting on 
the Corpus Christi Ship Channel that 
had existed since the 1930’s.  As a 
condition of the sale to the Port of 
Corpus Christi Authority, Atofina 
agreed to remove the oil storage 
tanks and associated underground 
pipelines and to remediate the site to 
Texas Railroad Commission (TRC) 
standards for industrial facilities.  
The oil storage tanks and associated 
underground pipelines were removed 
and cleanup action occurred.  On 
June 4, 2003, the TRC issued a 
letter of concurrence for Atofina’s 
Remediation Completion Report.   A 
deed recordation of the property’s 
past land use was filed with the 
County and on August 23, 2003, 
a “No Further Action” letter was 
submitted to Atofina by the TRC. 

The Port of Corpus Christi Authority 
acquired ownership of 214.168 
acres of land from Koch Pipeline 
Company, L.P. (Koch) on August 20, 
1996.  Koch acquired this property 
from Exxon a couple of years earlier 
but had never operated the terminal.  

This Week

Sea Pines 
Exit

By Dale Rankin

The required number of signatures 
from property owners in the Sea 
Pines subdivision to remove it from 
the Padre Isles Property Owners 
Association have been verified and 
the final paperwork is expected to be 
filed next week, according to Robin 
Marcoux who helped spearhead the 
petition seeking removal.

The group turned in a total of 121 
signatures to the POA board two 
weeks ago but the POA questioned 
nine of them for various reason, 
Marcoux said. But on Tuesday the 
group from Sea Pines met with POA 
officials and agreed to clarify the 
nine signatures, and at press time on 
Wednesday Marcoux said five have 
already been redone and submitted. 
The group needed only 112 signatures 
– 51 percent of the owners – in order 
to withdraw from the POA which is 
made up of 32 separate subdivisions, 
each with their own set of bylaws. 
When The Island was developed each 
of the subdivisions was required to 
maintain membership in the umbrella 

Sea Pines cont. on A4

Update on 
Island Projects

By Dale Rankin

Water Exchange Bridge

A Memorandum of Understanding 
that would break the two-year 
deadlock on the proposed Park 
Road 22 Water Exchange Bridge is 
expected to be in place by the end 
of February, a spokesman for the 
company that owns the adjacent 
land told the Island Strategic Action 
Committee on Tuesday.

Axys Capital and IBC Bank each 
own 70 acres of land west of SPID 
and must agree to complete a canal 
and bulkheads from the bridge site to 
a connection with the existing Island 
canal system. The spokesman for the 
Axys group told the ISAC that the 
group has the document and “hopes 
to have it resolved by the end of the 
month.”

Interim City Manager Keith Selman 
said once the MOU is in place the 
project will go out to bids under the 
design used in the bidding process 
two years ago. 

Packery Channel

Selman said design for repairs to the 
Packery Channel Jetties by Hurricane 
Harvey is underway. The work, 
estimated at $13.5 million is expected 
to be funded by a combination of 
money from the Island Tax Increment 
Refinance Zone and the FEMA.
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SUNDAY OPEN HOUSE
    February 10, 2pm - 4pm
•

• 4 br/3 bath
• High end details

Please come!15113 Dasmarinas $384,241

Call for reservations

Beef Carpaccio
Spinach and Arugula Salad

with Cranberry and Walnut Dressing 

Pork Tenderloin Medallions 
Wild Mushrooms and Cognac Cream 

served with Angel Hair Pasta

Hibiscus Panna Cotta
Bottle of Bubbly
Spanish Sparkling Wine

Please call ahead for reservations, seating available from 5pm to 9pm.

White Linen Service  Red Roses  World-Class Dining 
FEATURING OUR LOCAL HARPIST - STEPHANIE NASH

R O M A N T I C  D I N N E R

$68 Per Couple

14353 Commodore Dr 
Corpus Christi, TX 78418February 14

Regional Champions

The Flour Bluff Hornets are the 2019 5A Region VIII Champions!

Twelve Flour Bluff High School 
Athletes to Commit to Colleges 

on National Signing Day
Twelve Flour Bluff Hornets signed letters of 

intent to play baseball, basketball, football, 
softball, track and field or volleyball at colleges 
and universities across the United States on 
Wednesday, February 6, as part of National 
Signing Day. The following student athletes 
took part: 

 Softball Signings: 

Cydney DeLeon - McClennan Community 
College 

Madison Hale - Tyler Junior College 

Dakota Miller - Highland Community 
College Alyxandria Salinas - Highland 
Community College Kayci Spitler - Temple 
Junior College 

Victoria Torres - Coastal Bend Community 
College 

Volleyball Signing: 

Adrienne VanBrunt - Texas A&M University-
Kingsville 

Baseball Signing: Olen Defoure - Brookhaven 
College 

Basketball Signing: 

Hayle Campbell - Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi 

Cross Country & Track & Field Signing:

Kristine Regalado – Concordia University 
Texas 

Football Signing: Roshawn Odom – 
Mondello College 

Javaris Lawson – Cisco College 
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Gulf Stream RV

Pioneer RV

Stripes on 1A

My Coastal Home

WB Liquor Store

Island Wine Room

Kody’s

Coffee Waves

Moby Dicks

IGA

Treasure Island
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San Juan’s Restaurant

Wash Tub
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Center

Back Porch Bar

Shorty’s Place
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Gratitude

The Gaff  
Trinity By the Sea 

Episcopal

Where to Find The 
Island Moon

North 
Padre
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Black Sheep/
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Snoopy’s Pier

Isle Mail N More

Island Italian 

Brooklyn Pie Co.

Ace Hardware
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Island Tire
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And all Moon 
retail advertisers

WB Liquor

Flour Bluff
H.E.B.

Whataburger on 
Waldron

Ethyl Everly 
Senior Center

Fire Station

Police Station

Stripes on Flour 
Bluff & SPID

Letters to the 
Editor

Air Pollution
Corpus Christi-area industrial facilities 

released 2,592,411 pounds of pollution into the 
air in 2017 without authorization, according to 
a new report by Environment Texas Research 
and Policy Center. The report found the top 
five polluters in the Corpus Christi area were 
the Formosa Point Comfort Plant in Calhoun 
County and the Equistar Corpus Christi Plant, 
Valero Corpus Christi Refinery West Plant, 
Javelina Gas Processing Facility the Citgo 
Corpus Christi Refinery West Plant in Nueces 
County. 

“Air pollution is making people sick, 
especially children, senior citizens and people 
with respiratory problems,” said Luke Metzger, 
Executive Director of Environment Texas. “The 
data show that polluters routinely violate the 
law, but TCEQ too often lets them off the hook. 
We need to crack down on illegal pollution and 
make our air safe to breathe.” 

Texas industrial facilities reported releasing 
more than 63 million pounds of air pollution 
without authorization in 2017, a 27% increase 
over the previous year, according to a new 
report by Environment Texas Research and 
Policy Center. While the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) could issue 
fines as high as $2.3 billion for 2017 violations, 
the report found the agency only levied a total 
of $1.2 million in fines in 2017 or 2 cents per 
pound of pollution.

Over the last seven years, the total number 
of enforcement orders filed by TCEQ is less 
than 3 percent of the total number of emissions 
events recorded by the agency in that time. The 
trend since 2011 is that enforcement actions are 
declining.

Environment Texas called on the Legislature 
to close a loophole known as an “affirmative 
defense” that polluters use to escape penalties. 
The Environmental Protection Agency directed 
TCEQ to eliminate the loophole, but TCEQ 
refused, and the issue is now in the courts.

"The report highlights that large volumes of 
illegal air pollution are being ignored by the 
TCEQ by failing to enforce the law at hundreds 
of Texas industrial plants,” said Dr. Neil 
Carman, Clean Air Program Director at the Lone 
Star Chapter of the Sierra Club. “The illegal 
emissions are a public health concern because 
it involves toxic chemicals like cancer-causing 
benzene and hundreds of harmful substances. 
Plus the TCEQ needs to use its authority to 
enforce the permits where emissions events 
were preventable as it occurs in many cases, and 
TCEQ can require permit amendments to order 
the plants fix problems to reduce the numbers 
and volume of emissions events."

Luke Metzger 

Executive Director, Environment Texas 

P.I.E.
In response to the letter to the Editor from 

Donna Eyles:

The Padre Island Enrichment Club “(PIE”) 
would like the Island Community, including 
our scholarship contributors, to know that our 
financials are open for review.  Our financials 
are reviewed monthly by a certified public 
accountant.  Our taxes are filed by our accountant 
and are in accordance with the IRS guidelines 
for a Social and Community Service Club 
501c (7).  Anyone who has further questions 
or would like to see our financials, please feel 
free to contact our Treasurer, Rebecca Robbins 
rwildrobbins@yahoo.com or 303-434-0947.

Sandy Leber

2019 PIE President

Desalinization plant on 
Harbor Island

The article in the recent Moon regarding the 
desal plant is a little misleading and incorrect. 
The port is NOT building a desal plant as they 
do not have the authority to do that, only the city 
does. Money for a desal plant can only come 
from the city. 

They can however, request for a permit since 
it takes many years to get approvals through 
TCEQ. Having a permit and building are 
separate items. They are planning for the future 
in the event there is another drought and the city 
needs to do something with Tax payer money. 

I am not affiliated with the port in any way, just 
an informed citizen.

Aaron Siver

Editor’s note: I met with port officials on 
Friday. They are permitting a desal plant on 
Harbor Island and the City of Corpus Christi 
announced two weeks ago they (the city) are not 
involved in the plant at that location. The city 
has chosen two other sites. One of those sites 
in on the La Quinta Channel and the Port is 
permitting that site for the city since they had 
already begun the process. That site will produce 
potable water and the port will be eligible to 
use water from that plant if available. Funds to 
do the study on the city plants is funded through 
the Texas Water Development Board. That plant 
will be funded through city sources.

The Harbor Island site is currently being 
permitted by the port alone without the 
participation of the city. The Harbor Island site 
will produce up to 50 million gallons of water 
per day but it will be cleaned for industrial use 

only, not potable. Therefore it is not of use to 
the city as the Regional Water Supplier and no 
line will tie it to the city facilities. There are no 
current plans by the port to develop that site 
unless/until the additional water is needed for 
the ports industrial users; it is being permitted 
by the port in case of a need for its industrial 
users. The port has both the authority to build 
a desal plant on Harbor Island where they own 
the land, and the ability to fund it. Only the city 
can fund a desal plant for potable water but 
the Harbor Island site will not produce potable 
water and will be developed and funded by the 
port independent of the city. 

A public hearing on the Harbor Island project 
is set for 5 p.m. Thursday, February 7, at Port 
Aransas City Hall. 

2018-2019 Compliance 
Committee Endgame

The current plan for the 2018-2019 
Compliance Committee is this. On March 13th, 
2019, the committee will hold its final (as in, 
this is the end) meeting. On March 14th, 2019 
the committee's recommendations will be 
delivered to the POA office and will also be 
released to the public. The recommendations 
will consist of #1. an updated version of Article 
46 for the POA Board Policy Manual, #2. an 
updated list of compliance "standards" to be 
used as a guideline for residents and to educate 
all property owners as to their responsibilities as 
POA members and #3. the committee will also 
recommend the POA implement an education 
program (something cost effective) to try to 
reach and inform all POA property owners 
and remind them of the responsibilities that 
go along with being a property owner in the 
PIPOA. The revised Article 46 Board Policy 
will recommend that "only" those property 
owners who "refuse" to bring their properties 
into compliance (after several letters, possible 
phone calls and/or possible personal visits) will 
be subject to a fine and the fines for those few 
property owners may get to be substantial and 
"legal action" will be recommended to be used 
as needed.

The goal for this committee has always been 
#1. Be fair, #2.  Protect property values, #3. A 
compliance policy that will make 90%+ of the 
PIPOA property owners happy and only a small 
few, not so happy.

This time table was set months ago and has 
nothing to do with the current Board member 
elections. When you have a committee of 7 
individuals along with a well-informed (and 
very involved) Executive Director and dedicated 
Board members all of whom have their own 
ideas as to what needs to be done and how to 
do it, plus 5,411 property owners to listen to, it 
takes a little while.

This committee has done an outstanding job 
of working through the process of creating 
a workable plan for the future of the POA 
compliance program. We have held one open 
house, five open meetings to date and will hold 
two more open meetings. One on Feb. 13th and 
the final meeting on March 13th, both at 6:00 
pm and at the POA office. If this committee has 
not heard your comments and/or concerns, it is 
not our fault.

The final step in the process is for the Board 
of Directors to have their attorney check for 
legal and then to approve and implement 
these 2018-2019 Compliance Committee’s 
recommendations. 

A big thank you to all of the property owners 
who have helped by giving us their comments. 

Alan Rickertsen

Rawalt
Hi Dale –

I picked up the 01/31/19 issue of The Island 
Moon at Stripes in Port A this morning and am 
fascinated by: A little Island History Surviving 
the 1933 Hurricane.  Good Job!  I’ve spent the 
rest of the day searching for the Louis E. Rawalt 
memoir Island of Redemption.  I attended the 
library book sale this afternoon but those 

running the sale were not familiar with it.  My 
next stop was to talk to Bill at the museum, but 
he could provide no information either.  The 
Half Price Book Store and Barnes and Noble 
in CC also had no information.  Any idea where 
I may find a copy?  Any help will be much 
appreciated. I enjoyed your entire publication.  
Keep up the fun work!

Jeff Buchman,

Sioux City, IA

 P.S. We go back North to the deep freeze next 
Saturday

Amazing rendition of Louis Rawalt's life, 
settling in Padre Island in 1926! I want to 
compliment you on choosing to reproduce these 
Memoirs for us to read, with great interest, 
about this couple who settled on our little Padre 
Island, in the days of Model A Pick-up trucks 
and tar papered shacks!

And, his hurricane evacuation in 1933 was 
pretty horrific! 

I would love to see this printed, and taken 
further for more people to read, and see.

Thank you, Dale-- for sharing what you have 
of this amazing Memoir, for your Padre Island 
readers! You guys are providing more readable 
substance these days than our local Caller-
Times!!

Bev Firmani

Finistere St.

Editor’s note: Thank you Bev, and Jeff. The 
series has sparked a lot of positive feedback 
from readers. Mr. Rawalt and Viola were true 
Island pioneers and we are lucky that Moon 
founder Mike Ellis left us their story. I never 
asked him where he got it because I didn’t find 
it until his passing. 

We have a single, typed copy of it in the Moon 
office. Maybe it is something worth reproducing 
and selling as a fundraiser for an Island charity. 

Island Surf
Dale,

I thought your readers might want to know 
that we have a new surfing organization on the 
Island.  We started the Texas Longboard Surf 
Club (TLBSC) to continue and expand Kevin 
Greer's vision.  As you know he passed away 
shortly after returning from a surf trip and being 
diagnosed with cancer.  Zach May picked up the 
torch and we created the Texas Longboard Surf 
Club, a Texas Non-Profit Corporation, 501(c)(3) 
to facilitate charitable activities.  Our mission 
is to promote and foster the amateur sport of 
surfing with emphasis on good sportsmanship 
and citizenship, improving the public image 
of the surfing community, supporting the 
conservation of the coastal environment, and 
preserving beach access.

The TLBSC is planning on hosting quarterly 
Club surf contests along the Texas Coast, with 
a Pro-Am Longboarding, Nose-riding and Club 
Contest in June.  We are currently in the permit 
and planning process for an event April 13-14.  

We have been recognized by the Coalition of 
Surf Clubs which will enable TLBSC members 
to compete in California Club contests.  Last 
Year Ian Appling and Zach May competed 
in the Oceanside Longboard Contest.  At this 
contest many of the competitors from the 
Southern California clubs expressed an interest 
in competing in our contest, visiting Corpus 
Christi beaches, and enjoying the Texas Stoke.

The TLBSC is actively seeking short and 
long-term sponsors for our events, and club.  A 
portion of our funds go to support the Boys and 
Girls Club and the Texas Surf Museum.

If anyone is interested in membership, 
donations or sponsorship they may contact us at 

TLBSCmembership@gmail.com  

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Sincerely,

Michael White, Secretary 

Texas Longboard Surf Club

Shout out to our city street crews repairing streets in Sea Pines

Burned outhouse in Billish Park...oh the humanity!
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Did Ya 
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New Advertisers
In Home Patient Care is available by 

Ann who has 40 years of experience 
of skilled and unskilled care. She is 
also available for doctor appointment 
transportation. Call 288-9162.

Island Cool Air Conditioning and 
Refrigeration offers sales, service and 
installation with 30 years of experience. 
For free estimate call 765-0273.

Compass Bay Apartments & Marina 
is offering a Move In Special with first 
month’s rent free. They have boat slips 
available, pool, fitness room and a washer 
and dryer in every unit. They are located 
at 14501 Compass and can be reached 
at 949-1717. They are hosting an open 
house on Thursday, February 7th 4:30 – 
7:00 with finger food and units available 
for showing.

Business Briefs
Riley P. Dog Park is now one of the 

charities that you can donate to on 
Amazon. Amazon donates .5% of the 
price of your purchase to the charity you 
select. What a great easy way to help get 
the park going.

Barefoot Mardi Gras Festival will be 
held at the Briscoe Pavilion on Sunday, 
February 10th 11 am – 5 pm. There will 
be food trucks, kid’s fun zone, live music, 
exhibitors, costume contest and more. 
The cost is $5 and is free for children 15 
and under.

The Barefoot Mardi Gras Kick off 
Party will be held at The Waterline Bar 
below Doc’s on Thursday, February 7th.  
There will be food, drinks and silent 
auction.

The Island Ambassador  Bi-monthly 
Blood Drive will be held at the American 
Bank parking lot on Tuesday, February 
12th 3 – 5:00 pm.

The Barefoot Mardi Gras Art 
Reception will be held at My Coastal 
Home on Wednesday, February 13th 5 – 
7:00 pm.  There will be live music, food 
and fun. Entry is $20.

The Padre Island Enrichment Club 
now has their monthly luncheons at Port 
Royal instead of the Veranda.

Mikel May’s has a Valentine’s Day 
Mega-meal special for two for just 
$39.99. It includes appetizers, choice of 
three entrees, dessert and $3.50 wine all 
day. Check their ad for details.

Dragonfly has added paleo dishes made 
with their own sausage to the four course 
dinners available on Valentine’s Day. 
Check their ad for details.

The Veranda Valentine’s Day white 
linen meal will be accompanied by 
harpist Stephanie Nash and  cost $68/
couple. Seating is available 5 – 9:00 pm. 
Call 589-4230.

The Kiss Band will be at the American 
Bank Center on Tuesday, February 19th. 
Tickets start at $118.

Loggerhead Dive In Theatre at 
Schlitterbahn will feature Finding Nemo 
on Friday and Finding Dory on Saturday. 
The show starts at 8:00 pm and tickets 
are $5 for children and $7 for adults.

Another Island playground is being 
built at Seashore Learning Center.

The 7th Annual Texas Market at the 
Aransas Pass Civic Center will be held 
February 9th and 10th. Texas artisans will 
feature gourmet food, jewelry, wood art 
and much more.

The Salty Dog Saloon in Port A 
re-build has begun. The saloon was 
completely destroyed. Check their 
Facebook page for updates.

The Back Porch in Port A is opening for 
the season at noon on Friday, February 
8th.

The Tower Center in Port A is having 
a Chocolate Crawl on Saturday, February 
9 3 – 6:00 pm. There will be Valentine 
shopping, drinks and chocolate. The 
stores involved are My Coastal Home, 
Island Wine, Farrah’s Fashion Boutique 
and Island Woman Boutique.

JB’s German Bakery has fruit cups 
that I can enjoy with my Dollar General 
cottage cheese.

By Mary "Scoop" Craft

Adopt cont. from A1
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Creating Dreams  
for Island Homeowners

since 1987
•   New Homes
•  Remodels
•  Additions
•  Repairs
•  No job too big  
    or too small

Call 774-7043 for estimate

www.billgoinhomes.com

Corpus Christi was a shambles. Padre Island 
was cleared everything for a hundred miles. The 
contours of the beach were changed and there 
were thirty channels cut all the way from the 
Gulf of Mexico to the Laguna Madre.

Within a week after the storm, we were back 
on the island. We got there by loading our car on 
an improvised raft and poling it across Laguna 
Madre. Driving the beach was hazardous. It was 
stripped with deep ruts and covered with logs 
and debris. The passes were filling up with sand, 
and were able to drive through them, although 
we went through water two feet deep at times.

At the site of our former shack there was 
nothing. Nothing, that is, except an old ice-
box half sunk in the sand. Shorty’s tent had 
caught around the ice-box, and on examination 
showed its only damage to be a small rent. In 
searching about the campsite, he found all the 
things he had left with the exception of a small 
stew kettle. Viola and I found, as I have said, 
nothing. Out of all the supplies, the equipment, 
the bedding, the clothing, and what we regarded 
as our treasures, there absolutely was not a sign 
of anything. And Shorty had found everything 
he owned but a thirty-five cent kettle!

The ways of the sea are strange. They say that 
whatever it takes away from you, it brings back. 
I’m inclined to think that it does. The next few 
months the tide carried in the lumber and piling 
for us to build a bigger and stronger house. This 
time we build sixty-five miles from the north 
end of Padre. 

(Editor’s note: The following paragraph was 
written into the original manuscript but then 
redacted. We include it here.)

That year the “Nicaragua” a Mexican freighter 
beached on the Gulf at our front door. From 
her we salvaged doors, windows and portholes 
which became additions to our shack. The 
boilers of the Nicaragua still lie in the edge of 
the surf, and for years have been a landmark to 
fishermen.

The following years my time was divided 
between fishing and exploring the lower end 
of the island. When we were in town, I went to 
the libraries and lost myself in the fascinating 
history of Padre. The lore of Indians, pirates, 
and of the early settlers who had tried 
unsuccessfully to conquer the sands, had long 
held great interest for me. But the knowledge 
of Padre is accumulative. Before long, I was 
delving into geology and ornithology. 

It was my pleasure in the last several years to 
work with the National Audubon Society, who 
appointed me warden; with Dr. Armstrong Price, 
who, until recently, headed the department 
of oceanography at Texas A&I College; and 
with Dr. H.N. Fisk, research geologist for the 
Humble Oil Company, and former professor of 
geology at Louisiana State University. 

Viola has spent much of these last few years in 
town. About twenty years ago, we discovered a 
new species of bird circling the skies above our 
shack. It was a stork. Since it seemed reluctant 
to leave its bundle on the wild stretches of 
Padre, we started paying on a home in Corpus 
Christi. The bundle came, and we called her 
Louise. Later the stork paid us another visit, this 
time it was a boy whom we call Charles.

The four of us spend many rich and contented 
hours of summers and vacations on the island. 
But the children had to go to school so we have 
maintained our home in town. Viola is happy 
being a mother and housekeeper during the 
seasons when she has to stay at home, but when 
summer comes we spend the time together on 
the beach.

My work keeps me on the island much of the 
time, but even when there is no necessity, the 
pull of the blue distances overcomes me.

Next Issue: All the things Mr. Rawalt 
found on The Island

This property included a number of oil storage 
tanks and two small ship docks fronting on 
the Corpus Christi Ship Channel that had 
existed and been operated by Exxon since the 
1930’s.    Exxon remediated contaminated soils 
on the property to TRC standards for industrial 
facilities from 1996 to 1999.  On November 9, 
1999, the TRC issued to Exxon a “No Further 
Action” letter for the site excluding the tank 
bottom areas.  In 2003, the Port of Corpus 
Christi Authority removed the oil storage tanks 
from the site.  From 2004 to late 2005, the Port 
of Corpus Christi Authority contracted with 
several companies to remove the aboveground 
and buried pipelines that were associated with 
the tank farm.  

In the purchase agreement with Koch 
Pipeline, the Port of Corpus Christi Authority 
did not have an agreement for cleanup of the 
contamination on the property.  In 2003, staff 
negotiated a Site Remediation Agreement with 
ExxonMobil to remediate the pre-existing 
contamination immediately adjacent to or 
beneath the tanks and piping.  On November 
11, 2004 and on August 23, 2005, the Port of 
Corpus Christi Authority provided a first and 
second report documenting the locations of the 
pre-existing contamination identified at the site.  
In July 2005, ExxonMobil contracted CRA to 
conduct remediation activities at the site.  All 
of the remediation work was not completed as 
the landfarming permit with the TRC didn’t 
allow for the full project.  In January 2007, 
CRA was contracted again by ExxonMobil to 
assess the remaining locations of pre-existing 
contamination.  The Port of Corpus Christi 
Authority contracted an inspector to be onsite 
during the activities and split samples.  On 
August 24, 2007, the Port of Corpus Christi 
Authority had not yet heard from ExxonMobil 
regarding the results of the sampling and the 
design of the next phase of remediation so a 
letter summarizing our results and expectations 
for remediation was submitted to ExxonMobil.  
In December 2007, ExxonMobil submitted an 
Additional Soil Delineation Report to TRC 
that summarized the sampling results at the 
site to date and proposed next steps.  In March 
2008, the Port of Corpus Christi Authority 
teleconferenced with ExxonMobil to discuss 
and agree upon remediation of the remaining 
areas of contamination at the site.  ExxonMobil 
indicated at that time that the work probably 
wouldn’t begin until late spring 2009 because 

they didn’t think they could get the right 
equipment for the job before then.

In March 2009, ExxonMobil contracted CRA 
to conduct the remediation of the remaining 
areas of contamination at the site.  At that 
time, PCCA and ExxonMobil also entered 
into an agreement in which CRA would also 
conduct remediation of the areas that PCCA 
was responsible for at the site.  In Septemeber 
2009, ExxonMobil notified PCCA that they 
had completed remediation of all the areas 
on the site with the exception of the areas in 
which the contamination extended under the 
Texas Treasure Parking lot and would not be 
completing remediation of these areas.

In October 2009, PCCA contracted GAINCO 
to conduct remediation of the aresa at the site 
that PCCA had responsibility for and the areas 
extending under the Texas Treasure Parking Lot 
that ExxonMobil did not address.  In December 
2009, the project was shut down due to heavy 
rains and flooding at the site for most of the 
month.  In April 2010, GAINCO was contracted 
to delineate the remaining areas and in May 
2010, GAINCO remobilized to the site to 
continue remediation activities at the site.  The 
remediation activities conducted by GAINCO 
were completed in August 2010 and a report 
of PCCA activities was provided to the RRC in 
February 2011.

ExxonMobil has not yet provided a complete 
report of the soil remediation activities at the 
site to PCCA or RRC.  ExxonMobil did provide 
a groundwater monitoring well proposal to 
RRC in April 2011 requesting approval for the 
locations of the proposed perimeter monitor 
wells and have installed the groundwater 
monitoring wells in September 2011 at the site.  
Two quarterly sampling events were completed 
in 2011.  Following receipt of the results, 
ExxonMobil prepared and submitted to the 
RRC a report summarizing the soil remediation 
activities as well as the groundwater 
monitoring and sampling activities.  Deed 
recordation recommendation was included 
in the recommendations of future actions and 
subsequently approved by the RRC.  A deed 
recordation of the property’s past land use was 
filed with the County and on January 5, 2015, 
a “No Further Action” letter was submitted to 
ExxonMobil by the TRC.

organization, the POA, for thirty-five years. 
However, now each of the subdivisions can 
remove itself according to the rules set down in 
their subdivision bylaws; most with the support 
of a simple majority of property owners. 

Sea Pines is the first to exercise that option, 
however, organizers from two other subdivisions 
told the Island Moon this week that they too are 
circulating petitions to withdraw from the larger 
organization. 

The POA was originally set up to enforce 
architectural standards and maintain common 
areas such as cul-de-sacs and bulkheads. Sea 
Pines does not contain any waterfront lots 
requiring bulkheads.

 Marcoux said Sea Pines residents have engaged 
an attorney to write an amendment formally 
removing them from the POA and will submit 
it to the POA early next week. Once that is done 
their removal from the POA will be official. 
Marcoux said Sea Pines residents have no plans 
to form a POA or Homeowners Association of 
their own and will rely solely on city zoning 
ordinances to govern future development. 

Sea Pines cont. from A1

already prone to higher amounts of trash than 
other areas along the Gulf because of the way 
the Gulf funnels it. 

"In Texas, we get about 10 times the amount 
of plastic on our beaches than any other Gulf 
states, mostly because of the current," Botts 
said. "It's not Texans per se, but like anything 
else, we're a part of the problem."

The seashore may have some slight delays in 
its seasonal hires, Botts said, but has otherwise 
had a relatively smooth start-up following the 
shutdown.

To volunteer check in at one of the following 
locations: 

Nueces County - Packery Flats 

Check-in: Parking lot off Hwy 361, on 
Mustang Island near Packary Channel

Contact: Jace Tunnell, Coastal Bays 
Foundation 361-882-3439

jace.tunnell@texasadoptabeach.org

cbbf@baysfoundation.org 

Kleberg County - Padre Island National 
Seashore 

Check-in: Malaquite Visitor Center 20420 
Park Road 22 

Contact: William “Buzz” Botts 361-949-8068 
or 8069

buzz.botts@texasadoptabeach.org 

Nueces County - Port Aransas 

Check-in: Avenue G at the beach

Contact: Shannon Solimine 512-574-9191

Shannon.solimine@texasadoptabeach.
org 

Nueces County - Aransas Pass/ 
Redfish Bay 

Check-in: Lighthouse Lakes Park, 4 miles 
east of Aransas Pass on Highway 361

Contact: Richard Gonzales 361-779-7351

richard.gonzales@texasadoptabeach.org

Contact: Robin Flores 361-790-6792

robin.flores@texasadoptabeach.org   
 

Nueces County - North Corpus Christi 
Beach 

Check-in: Texas State Aquarium

2710 North Shoreline Boulevard 

Contact: Melanie Kudra 361-881-1319

melanie.kudra@texasadoptabeach.org

Rosanna Gossett 361-881-1204

rosanna.gossett@texasadoptabeach.org

Saturday, February 23

Billy Sandifer Big 
Shell Beach Cleanup
Prior to 1995 the only people picking up trash 

at Big Shell Beach, about halfway between Bob 
Hall Pier and Mansfield Channel, were shark 
fishermen who kept a beach fire burning around 
the clock and fueled it with beach trash.

But starting in 1995 longtime Island guide 
and local legend Billy Sandifer organized the 
Big Shell Cleanup to get volunteers to remove 
trash on Padre Island National Seashore and 
since then over 8525 volunteers have removed 
2,726,000 pounds of trash from this ten-mile 
stretch of remote and wild stretch of 4 Wheel 
Drive Only beach.

The 24th Annual Billy Sandifer Big Shell 
Beach Cleanup 2019 takes place on Saturday 
February 23. Volunteers will meet at the 
Malaquite Pavilion on PINS no later than 8 a.m. 
and entry fees to the park will be waved. Four-
wheel drive vehicles and trailers are needed. 
Volunteers without four-wheel drive vehicles 
will be given transportation to the cleanup 
site. Lunch for volunteers will be served at the 
conclusion of the event.

It will be the first Big Shell cleanup since the 
death of founder Billy Sandifer in March 2018, 
at 70 years of age. In 2013 Billy wrote a history 
of the event and how it started.

“In January of 1995 I got permission from 
National Park Service-Padre Island National 
Seashore to start a grassroots all-volunteer 
cleanup effort in the Big Shell area of the beach 
where the trash was the worst. Once permission 
was received and armed with nothing but 
determination, I beat on every door I could 
think of and called every phone number anyone 
would give me seeking support and advice on 
how to organize and carry out such a cleanup.”

For more information on the event see the 
website: Friendsofpadre.com 

Veterans Resource 
Fair March 2

Nueces County Veterans Services and Del 
Mar College Economic Development Center 
will host a Veterans Resource Fair from 9 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. March 2 at the Del Mar College 
Economic Development Center, 3209 South 
Staples. 

Martin A. Longoria Nueces County Veterans 
Service Officer said the event is a community 
partnership between various veteran owned 
agencies, nonprofits, federal, state, and local 
county agencies whose aim is to provide an 
annual and reliable place and event where 
Nueces County and surrounding counties can 
obtain direct connections and information 
on many different types of veteran specific 
programs and resources. 

Navigation aids on Packery Channel

New navigation aids, including lights at the 
ends of the Packery Jetties, are being installed. 
Work is expected to be completed by the end of 
February. It is funded with $65,000 approved by 
ISAC and the TERZ board. A boat reportedly 
capsized over the weekend after the driver 
misjudged the location of the channel entrance 
due to lack of navigational aids.

Packery Channel pavilion

A 30x60-foot pavilion located near the boat 
ramp on Zahn Road is expected to be in place by 
July 2019, according to information presented 
to the ISAC on Tuesday. It was reported to 
ISAC Tuesday that design of the pavilion is 
90 percent complete. The building will have a 
concrete floor, wooden structure, and sidewalks. 
A second pavilion at the parking lot on the 
Michael J. Ellis Seawall was also discussed but 
no firm plans have been made.

Windward crosswalk

City staff also reported that work on a new 
crosswalk at St. Augustine and Windward Drive 
is expected to begin by the end of February. 
The crosswalk will allow pedestrians to cross 
Windward into the seawall parking lot.  

Exercise at 
NASCC

Navy installations within the continental 
United States (CONUS), including Naval Air 
Station Corpus Christi, will conduct Exercise 
Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield 2019 Feb. 4-15. 

SC-CS 2019 is a two-part anti-terrorism force 
protection exercise designed to enhance the 
readiness of Navy security forces and ensure 
seamless interoperability with other services 
and agency partners. Exercise SC-CS 2019 is 
not in response to any specific threat, but is a 
regularly scheduled annual exercise. 

Measures have been taken to minimize 
disruptions to the local community and normal 
base operations, but there may be times when 
the exercise causes increased traffic around the 
base or delays in base access. Area residents may 
also see or hear security activities associated 
with the exercise. Advanced coordination has 
taken plan with local law enforcement and first 
responders.
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Stuff I Heard on the Island
By Dale Rankin
Last week we ran a piece 

on the passing of New York 
Times Columnist Russell 

Baker and his quote about journalism schools. 
When asked what courses should be taught in 
journalism schools across the country Baker 
wrote:

The ideal journalism school needs only one 
course. Students should be required to stand 
outside a closed door for six hours. Then the 
door would open, someone would put his 
head around the jamb and say, ‘No comment.’ 
The door would close again, and the student 
would be required to write 800 words against 
a deadline.”

That sounds flippant but it is a pretty good 
description of the life a beat reporter on a Big 
Daily and it started me thinking about the first 
time I learned that lesson. I was the lowest of the 
low, the overnight Police Beat reporter for the 
San Antonio News before its merger with the 
Express to form the Express- News. We were 
the afternoon screaming tabloid and I chased 
crimes scenes looking for lurid details to make 
the headlines that created rack sales. It was the 
most fun job I ever had.

I had been on the job a few months when 
I got a call from the City Editor telling me 
to go to the fourth floor of the Bexar County 
Courthouse where a Grand Jury was in session. 
It was two o’clock in the morning and sitting 
outside the Grand Jury room was cutting into 
the Courthouse Reporter’s party time. 

I had no idea what to expect and when I arrived 
there were about two hundred women lined 
up on the benches on both sides of the hall. 
My police beat experience taught me that the 
best way to get information was to go right at 
the main source so, like the rookie that I was, 
I walked up and knocked on the door of the 
Grand Jury Room. An Assistant D.A. stuck 
his head out and after I identified myself he 
said, “No comment,” and slammed the door. I 
reported this to my City Editor who said well, 
the Editor is going to want at least eight hundred 
words. So far I had only two…”no comment.”

Raw Boned South Texas politics

So I started working my way down the hall 
talking the girls, many of whom were from Asia 
and spoke little English. But as I worked my 
way down the hall a story emerged and it was an 
eye-opening lesson for a rookie Police Reporter. 
I had seen plenty of bullet holes and dead bodies 
but I was still a bit of a Pollyanna when it came 
to raw-boned South Texas politics.

I had made several crimes scenes in the area 
out on Somerset Road where there were several 
dozen trailer houses with Message Parlor signs 
out front. There were frequent shootings and 
disagreements and it was common knowledge 
that messages were not what they were really 
selling. It never really occurred to me why the 
Sheriff or the District Attorney never prosecuted 
them. I just counted the bullet holes and wrote 
my police stories. The way things worked was 

when ask why he didn’t arrest anyone the Sheriff 
would say the D.A. wouldn’t take the cases, and 
when the D.A. was ask why he didn’t prosecute 
he said because the Sheriff never brought him 
any cases. One hand washed the other. But this 
is where things got interesting. 

The girls in the hall all told the same story, in 
fact most of them had the same lawyer. They 
were marched into the Grand Jury where they 
gave their name then when asked a second 
question took the Fifth. They had to appear 
or be in violation of the subpoena, but if they 
answered a second question they had to answer 
all subsequent questions or could be jailed for 
contempt. They went in alone, without their 
lawyer, and a few minutes later came out and 
left. It was all a dog and pony show; but why?

Looks like we got a Crackdown

The long-time District Attorney was in a tough 
re-election campaign and was going to have 
a Crackdown. It’s the oldest trick in the book 
and as I was about to find out there isn’t much 
difference between a Crackdown and a Crackup.

A few weeks prior to the Primary Election the 
Grand Jury/D.A. issued indictments against 
almost two hundred women who worked in 
the Message Parlors for charges ranging from 
prostitution to criminal enterprise. After almost 
four years in office the D.A. was getting “tough 
on crime.” Or as the wise guys around the press 
room put it, he wasn’t wiping out prostitution he 
was just driving the price up. 

The D.A. still lost the election.  But as it 
turned out the Message Parlor owners were 
paying out $500 per week per bed in each of 
their establishments to keep the doors open. The 
money was flowing through a low-level person 
in the Sheriff’s Office and where it went after 
that was anybody’s guess. But as soon as the 
D.A. lost there was a steady stream of lawyers 
into his office and pretty soon the indictments 
that made the front page before the election 
became dropped charges that ran behind the 
obituaries and classifieds in what was referred 
to as Class Slop after the election. The charges 
all went away and the Message Parlors stayed 
open and the D.A. paid off his campaign debts 
in a losing election. It was just that simple. 
The girls went back to work, the D.A. was 
debt free and got appointed to a judge’s seat 
and eventually ended up on the Texas Court of 
Criminal Appeals, the highest criminal court in 
the state.  

The incoming D.A. did in fact shut down the 
parlors a few months after taking office with 
a Crackdown of his own and there was some 
grumbling from the Sheriff’s Office from the 
people who were used to those $500 per week 
per bed payments but it wasn’t like they were 
going to go public. 

And a rookie Police Reporter got a quick lesson 
in real politics and how to turn “No Comment” 
and a slammed door into eight hundred words.

And so it goes. 

 Tides of the Week
Tides for Bob Hall Pier February 7 - February 14

 Day     High Tide  Height Sunrise   Moon  Time           Moon
            /Low Time  in Feet Sunset                    Visible

Th    7       Low   12:01 AM      0.7    7:12 AM     Rise  9:00 AM      3

      7      High    2:28 AM      0.8    6:14 PM       S et  8:49 PM

      7       Low   10:07 AM    -0.2

      7      High    5:50 PM      1.0

F     8       Low   12:07 AM      0.7    7:11 AM     Rise  9:33 AM      7

      8      High    3:38 AM      0.8    6:15 PM        Set  9:40 PM

      8       Low   10:35 AM     -0.1

      8      High    6:01 PM      0.9

Sa    9       Low   12:14 AM      0.5    7:10 AM    Rise 10:05 AM      13

      9      High    4:54 AM      0.7    6:16 PM       Set 10:33 PM

      9       Low   11:04 AM      0.1

      9      High    6:11 PM      0.9

Su   10       Low   12:32 AM      0.4    7:10 AM    Rise 10:39 AM      20

     10      High    6:22 AM      0.7    6:16 PM       Set 11:26 PM

     10       Low   11:35 AM      0.4

     10      High    6:18 PM      0.8

M    11       Low    1:03 AM      0.2    7:09 AM    Rise 11:13 AM      28

     11      High    8:05 AM      0.8    6:17 PM

     11       Low   12:12 PM      0.6

     11      High    6:15 PM      0.8

Tu   12       Low    1:46 AM      0.0    7:08 AM      Set 12:22 AM      38

     12      High   10:12 AM      0.9    6:18 PM     Rise 11:51 AM

     12       Low    1:12 PM      0.7

     12      High    3:14 PM      0.9

W    13       Low    2:38 AM     -0.2    7:07 AM       Set  1:20 AM      48

     13      High   12:47 PM      1.1    6:19 PM     Rise 12:34 PM

Th   14       Low    3:36 AM     -0.5    7:07 AM       Set  2:21 AM      59

     14      High    1:46 PM      1.3    6:19 PM      Rise  1:22 PM

What To Do About the Bulkheads
Editor’s note: We are offering space for the 

five candidates running for two seats on the 
board of the Padre Isles Property Owners 
Association to express their views. The topic 
for this week is bulkheads.

The topic for next week is Architectural 
Control rules. We ask that each response be 
kept to 200 words. 

Ballots for the election have been mailed 
to property owners and the results will be 
announced at the annual meeting in March.

Dan Brown
Island Moon Bulkheads and Canals

The canals and related 
bulkheads in our 
subdivisions make living 
here unique benefiting 
both water front and land 
lot owners and have a lot 
to do with the value of 
our homes. Thus, they 
need to be maintained 
and contingency plans 
need to be in place for a 

catastrophic event. I would suggest…but not 
limited to:

1. Obtain a study to determine a priority 
list for bulkhead repairs and proactively 
repair and maintain.

2. Determine which canals need to be 
dredged and keep them clean. Owners 
and volunteer support is paramount.

3. Assure our canals and bulkheads are in 
compliance with Coast Guard and other 
regulatory agencies.

4. Determine if an insurance policy can be 
obtained to cover a catastrophic event 
such as a hurricane. 

5. Determine if the City of Corpus Christi 
or the County can provide a financing 
mechanism to the PIPOA in the event a 
catastrophe occurs so that the bulkheads 
can be repaired.

I would suggest the Canals and Waterways 
Committee be comprised of Engineers, 
Coast Guard and Commercial Insurance 
folks. Additionally, determining how canal 
subdivisions in Florida, Alabama etc…manage 
their canal systems would prove insightful.

Brian McCabe
Our Bulkheads and 

Canals are the most 
important asset and 
responsibility of the 
PIPOA. The Bulkheads 
range in age from 20 
to 50 years and it is the 
general responsibility of 

the PIPOA to safely maintain, repair and, in 
the event of a catastrophic event, replace the 

structures. It is inconceivable that all 32 miles 
of the bulkheads would be severely damaged 
in a storm event. It is a general engineering 
understanding that 50 years is the “expected 
life span” of concrete in salt water thus a 
comprehensive maintenance/repair/replace 
program is vital. The PIOPA must, as part of 
its maintenance program, adequately conduct 
a survey of the Bulkheads and conduct 
periodical checks to ensure existing bulkheads 
and their tie backs are not in need of repair.  
Since the initial construction of the Bulkheads, 
different technologies, materials and methods 
of repair and replacement have been developed 
and the PIOPA must continue to explore these 
methods for the most efficient and cost-
effective program to maintain the Bulkheads 
and Canals.

Kelly 
McFadden

My name is Kelly 
McFadden and I am a 
candidate for the PIPOA 
Board.

At the recent Candidate 
Forum, I introduced the 
concept of “proactive” 

bulkhead maintenance instead of the 
“reactive” approach we have been using for 
the past 30 years. You can watch the video 
clip of my discussion by going to the “Videos” 
tab at www.KellyForPIPOA.com and click on 
“Bulkheads”.

Our bulkhead system is what allows us to 
have the high-quality marine community we 
all enjoy. Our 32 mile bulkhead system is 
made up of five components: 

1. 17,000 vertical concrete face sheets with

2. 168,960 feet of concrete cap

3. 34,000 metal tie backs behind the wall

4. Connecting to 34,000 concrete dead men 
posts with

5. 17,000 metal screens to allow drainage

Our bulkheads are our largest asset, but 
concrete and metal has been soaking in salt 
water for nearly 50 years. 

We must anticipate increased repairs across 
all components. It’s time to shift from reactive 
to proactive with a systematic program of 
inspection, projection, budgeting, bidding, 
repairs, and follow-up review.  You can read 
more about my detailed plan by going to the 
“Writings” tab at www.KellyForPIPOA.com.

I understand that this seat belongs to the 
Members.  I ask you to trust me with your vote.

POA Candidates Forum
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Don't let the cat train the New Puppy:

Life Lessons By Abigail Bair



of Hong Kong – and ordered that all resources 
in the region had to be directed at taking 
Guadalcanal. In all, 20,000 Japanese troops 
were moved to Guadalcanal. The US Marines 
also got reinforcements which gave Vandegrift 
command over 23,000 men, though it is thought 
that one-third of these men were unfit for 
combat due to a variety of diseases, such as 
dysentery and exposure. The US air presence at 
Henderson was also improved.

On October 23rd, 5,600 Japanese soldiers 
attacked US positions on the east of the 
defensive zone. Pin point artillery fire ensured 
the failure of this attack. On October 24th, 
the Japanese launched a major attack from 
the south with 7,000 men. At one stage a 
small number of Japanese troops got inside 
the defensive perimeter but fierce fighting 
drove them back. When Kawaguchi ordered 
a withdrawal, he had lost 3,500 men – 50% 
of the force that had attacked. The American 
positions in the defensive perimeter had been 
expertly sited. The Japanese had failed to take 
into account the sheer difficulties they would 
face by going through a tropical jungle to attack 
the Americans. Frequently, Kawaguchi’s men 
were too fatigued to effectively fight and the 
terrain had forced them to leave mortar and 
artillery behind. Therefore, any attack on the 
American lines was done by an old-fashioned 
infantry charge against positions that were 
equipped with mortar and artillery. The terrain 
had also done a great deal to hinder Japanese 
communications.

With the Japanese in disarray, Vandegrift 
decided the time was ripe for the Americans 
to go on the offensive as opposed to being 
cooped in a defensive role. However, the US 
1st Marine Division was in no state to do this 
and in November 1942, it was replaced by 
25th Infantry Division and the US 2nd Marine 
Division. 

The Japanese hierarchy in Tokyo refused 
to admit defeat and ordered yet more men 
to Guadalcanal. In mid-November 1942, 
planes from Henderson attacked a convoy of 
ships bringing Japanese reinforcements to 
Guadalcanal. Of eleven transport ships, six 
were sunk, one was severely damaged and four 
had to be beached. Only 2,000 men ever reached 
Guadalcanal – but few had any equipment 
as this had been lost at sea. On December 
1942, the emperor ordered a withdrawal from 
Guadalcanal. This withdrawal took place from 
January to February 1943 and the Americans 
learned that even in defeat that the Japanese 
were a force to be reckoned with. 11,000 
Japanese soldiers were taken off the island in 
the so-called “Tokyo Night Express”.

The American victory at Guadalcanal ensured 
that Australia was safe from a Japanese invasion 
while the sea route from Australia to America 

was also protected. The role played by the US 
1st 2nd Marine Divisions and its commander, 
has gone down in Marine Corps history.

*1st US Marine Division was commanded by 
Major-General Alexander Vandegrift

Dotson’s Other Note:  My Uncle Joe H. Clark 
served in the United States Marine Corps Second 
Division during WWII. He fought in some of the 
fiercest battles in the South Pacific, including 
Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Saipan, and Tinian. Joe 
H served as a tank commander, was awarded 
the Purple Heart, and was given an honorable 
discharge as a corporal. As I reported last week, 
Uncle Joe H was my mother’s baby brother. He 
was born in Ralls, Texas. Thank you for reading 
and commenting on Senior Moments.  I can be 
reached at: dlewis1@stx.rr.com  and/or Land 
Line: 361-949-7681 or Cell: 530-748-8475.

Please Note: The next Veterans Round Table 
Meeting will be Tuesday, February 12, 2019; 
9-11 AM, 3209 S. Staples. All veterans, their 
families and anyone interested in veterans’ 
affairs, are invited. Coffee & doughnuts are 
provided. Hope to see you there. Also our 
Veterans Radio Round Table is on the air on 
KEYS AM 1440, 8 – 10 AM, Saturdays. The next 
show will air February 9, 2019.  Please listen 
and call in.  The listener/text line is: 361-882-
5397…It’s your two hours, let us hear from you.

Hang in there/Have fun!
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Anecdotingly

By Abigail Bair

My Inner Trovert
Recently, I was forced by terrible circumstance 

to attempt the dreaded Making of a New Friend.  
For most people, this would fall squarely into 
the category of “No Big Deal,” but I am the 
universally acknowledged High Empress of 
Introverts – which is a fantastic position because 
the coalition never has any meetings.  

I know that quite often my horrific anxiety 
makes me seem like a loud, brash broad. The 
whole walking up to and speaking with new 
people thing is basically just a freaky fugue 
state, the result of stranger-danger-induced-
hyper-panic.  Really, every time I’m in public, 
my Inner Trovert would much rather be hiding 
under the bed watching Star Wars movies with 
the dog while cuddling a comforting vat of 
macaroni and cheese.

 I spend most of my life working on super-
secret projects with my best buddy and worst 
helper, Stadler (the dog), and it’s a real Pinky 
and the Brain situation.  Even I, however, need 
people to do things with on occasion – most 
often a “plus one” for mandatory social events.

Amber (who you’ve read a lot about lately) is 
usually that person. She’s a trooper and loves 
to go to the kind of stupid, fancy events I often 
get roped into.  Unfortunately, she decided to 
move to North Carolina to get a fresh start, 
and it looked like I was going to be down one 
important friend (which is around 33% of all 
my local close friends).  It was like my friend 
list got hit by a nuclear strike.

“Maybe you could be friends with my Angela,” 
Amber suggested, when I cried to her about 
my situation.  “She’s really smart and funny 
and she’s about your age.  You’d like her.  She 
knows stuff about things and we watch lots of 
Lifetime movies.”

“But she probably won’t like meeeeeee,” I 
whined in return.

“Yeah, probably, but you won’t know unless 
you try,” my usually Hufflepuff-hearted friend 
coldly replied.  Even Amber gets sick of my 
crap from time to time.

So, the next morning (in an attempt at being 
proactive and because I, too, love Lifetime 
movies), I tried to add Angela as a Facebook 
friend. 

 It did not go well.

I think I typed something like, “Hey, I’m 
a stranger, but I’m DEFINITELY NOT A 
SERIAL KILLER.  Do you wanna be friends 
or anything?”

And then I felt bad about what I wrote, so I 
texted Amber:

Me: I friend requested Angela, but I did it weird 
because I am the AWKWARDEST HUMAN 
EVER.

Amber: WHAT DID YOU SAY (even though 
this was a text message, I could literally hear 
tension in it – she knows me pretty well)??!?!

Me: Something serial killer-y.

Amber: Oh God.

Then Angela, in what I can only assume was 
a sainthood-level act of human compassion, 
accepted my friend request anyway.  

So, of course, I messaged her in return  a list 
of facts about sloths, told her I was concerned 
about her getting serial killed because that’s 
how a serial killer would make a friend request, 
and straight-up called myself Abi Wayne Gacy.

We haven’t really talked since.

For some reason, when I’m trying to get 
people to like me I turn into the kid from Jerry 
Maguire, listing random facts that I feel they 
should be interested in.  

It’s even worse when I like a boy.  I turn into 
the kid-from-Jerry-Maguire-if-he-was-a-cat, 
listing facts and giving small weird tokens of 
my affection.  It goes something like:  funny 
button, koozie, handmade card, interesting rock 
I found, list of facts about blood, koozie, lint 
shaped like a turtle, taxonomy of mafia hits, 
book (books are always loaners – I’m writing 
this here as future proof – I only LOANED 
YOU THAT BOOK), long digression about the 
history and application of typefaces … 

…and then they stop talking to me.  I usually 
don’t ever get the book back, either.

Once, when I went crying to my Mommy 
about a boy, the Rev told me this story:

“Famous composer Sergei Rachmaninoff was 
notoriously socially awkward.  He decided he 
wanted to cultivate a friendship with fellow 
exiled Russian composer Igor Stravinsky, but 
he didn’t know how to go about it.  Then he 
heard that Stravinsky loved honey.  EUREKA!  
That night, well past midnight, Stravinsky heard 
a frantic pounding on his front door. He raced 
downstairs, thinking there was an emergency, 
threw open the door and found Rachmaninoff 
standing on his stoop with a truly enormous jar 
of honey.  So, whenever you feel socially inept, 
just remember poor Rach and his jar of honey,” 
Mom related.

I sat quietly for a minute. “Did it work?” I 
asked.

“What do you mean?” Mom replied.

“Were they friends after that?” 

“Well…yes, but that’s not the point.”

“Um…I don’t know…like if it worked…”

“ABIGAIL JANE BAIR DON’T YOU DARE 
GO TO HIS HOUSE AT 2 A.M. WITH A 
GIGANTIC JAR OF HONEY.”

“He doesn’t like honey.”

“Ok, then.”

“He likes fish.”

And then my mother walked away from me 
muttering unflattering things under her breath 
and wouldn’t talk to me for two days.  

In the end, Amber decided not to move, and I 
(luckily?) couldn’t find a fish that felt significant 
enough.  

 I’ve heard before that if you’re socially 
awkward, all you have to do is find your tribe 
and you’ll be fine. I’m not sure I want to find 
mine.  If my people are anything like me, 
there’s going to be a lot of nervous recitation 
of polynomials, cat fights about Star Wars facts, 
underpants dance-offs, and compulsory cape 
wearing.

It might not be so bad.

After all, the fish will be ENORMOUS. 

Send letters and photos to editor@islandmoon.com 

The Battle of Guadalcanal Part II
By Dotson Lewis 
Special to the Island Moon

Senior Moments

Dotson’s Note:  The Battle 
of Guadalcanal took place in 1942 when the US 
Marines landed on August 7th. The landing at 
Guadalcanal was unopposed – but it took the 
Americans six months to defeat the Japanese 
in what was to turn into a classic battle of 
attrition. Thanks to J. H. Clark, C N Trueman & 
the History Learning Site, for many of the facts 
contained in this report and to Uncle Joe H- US 
Marine Corps, for the photos.

The Japanese had landed additional troops on 
Guadalcanal on August 18th. A regiment led by 
Colonel Ichiki and a special naval landing force 
were assigned the task of defeating the Marines.  
He had been told to expect more troops to 
support him but such was Ichiki’s views on the 
Marines (one shared by many Japanese officers) 
that he believed that his men were more than a 
match for the Americans. He decided to attack 
on August 21st. Ichiki ordered a simple bayonet 
attack on the American positions. Carefully 
placed machine gun posts meant that many 
Japanese were killed. 

Ichiki ordered his men to withdraw but 
Vandergrift* had ordered one of his reserve 
battalions to encircle the Japanese. In what 
became known as the “Battle of Tenaru”, the 
Marines slowly pushed the Japanese back to 
the sea. Ichiki’s men were surrounded on three 
sides with the sea on the fourth side. It was 
here that the Americans first found out that the 
Japanese did not surrender and that they were 
willing to die for the emperor. Using the planes 
at Henderson and some tanks that had been 
landed, the Marines killed many Japanese. Only 
a handful got away and moved east down the 
coast to safety at Taivu. Here, Ichiki committed 
ritual suicide – such was the defeat he and his 
men had experienced.

Despite this triumph, Vandegrift knew that 
another stronger Japanese force would soon be 
landing on Guadalcanal – the men that Ichiki 
had not waited for; the XXXVth Brigade. The 
Americans had one major advantage over the 
Japanese – they had to be transported by sea 
and the ships transporting these men were open 
to attack from the American planes based at 
Henderson airfield. To get around this problem, 
the Japanese moved their men at night via fast-
moving destroyers in so-called “rat runs”. By 
doing this the Japanese could all but escape 
American fire and they succeeded in landing a 
large quantity of men to the east and west of 
the American position at Henderson. Vandegrift 
decided to do what he could to disrupt the 
Japanese and he sent a party of Marine Raiders 
to Taivu. They found few personnel there but 
they did find out that the Japanese had already 
moved into the jungle and that an attack on the 
Americans would not be too far into the future.

The American position at Henderson meant 
that one side of their defensive perimeter was 
bound by the sea. Vandegrift concluded that the 
only way the Japanese could attack his position 
was from the south of the island. The attack 
began on September 12th. Japanese bombers 
attacked US positions to the south of the airfield 
and as night fell, Japanese destroyers and a 
cruiser shelled the same positions. At least for 
Vandegrift, it confirmed that an attack would 
come from the south.

The Japanese infantry attacked positions to 
the south of Henderson. However, the march 
through the jungle had taken its toll on General 
Kawaguchi’s men and they were exhausted. The 
jungle had also fouled up his communications. 
The assault on September 12th was a failure 
and the Japanese had to renew their attack the 
following day. 2,000 Japanese soldiers attacked 
the American lines but well placed US machine 
guns and artillery took their toll. The Japanese 
made two other attempts to attack the Marines 
and on one occasion got to within 1000 meters 
of Henderson airfield. However, their casualty 
figures were mounting. By the end of the 
night, Kawaguchi had lost 1,200 men killed 
or wounded. The Marines and paratroopers 
had also taken heavy casualties with 446 being 
killed or wounded out of just over 1000 men.

Tokyo ordered a new unit of men to the area – 
the XXXVIII Brigade – veterans of the capture 

Japanese convoy under attack

Corporal Joseph Hall Clark-Marine
May 13, 1921 - October 31, 2012

Q.  Are large 
companies getting away 
from annual numeric 

performance ratings for employees?

A.  Yes, many are.  Previously, employee 
performance was given a numeric rating 
annually.  Some companies used a forced 
rating system where only a stated percent of 
employees were given a higher rating.  Many 
of the well-known Fortune 500 companies 
have replaced the annual numeric rating with 
frequent manager-employee conversations 
where the manager coaches the employee 
informally.  Many employee performance 
consultants have concluded that the result 
of annual numeric ratings are negative for 
employee performance not positive.  The 
rating tends to put the employee into a fight 
or flight mode.  The employee may not speak 
out but they feel disregarded and undermined.  
They respond by ignoring the feedback or 
push back against the feedback.  They often 
feel they are being rated on innate abilities 
that they can't improve. 

About half of the workers are surprised at 
their rating and about 90 percent of those 
are unhappy because they expected a higher 
rating.  As a result, about 23 percent curtail 
their job engagement and dedication.  Many of 
the companies that used a forced rating system 
discovered that as a policy they only hired 
employees who had been A students all their 
lives, but the forced rating put them in the C 
category.  The employees were disillusioned.  

Employees have reacted positively to the 
frequent informal manager coaching sessions.  
Employees feel it's the first time they have had 
an honest conversation with their manager 
about their job and performance. 

Some consultants recommend a blend of the 
two systems.  Keep the formal rating, but have 
managers talk frequently with the employee 
to coach and mentor.  If an employee's 
performance really needs improvement, it 
makes no sense to wait to the end of the year 
and unload on them.  Humans typically can't 
make sudden, large changes in their behavior.  
Job performance often depends on inherent 
characteristics that are an integral part of the 
person's personality and character.  Those 
things are very hard to change.  Change is 
incremental over long periods and usually 
requires outside help from the manager to 
frequently prompt, coach and mentor during 
the work day.

In my career, I found that giving subordinates 
written goals and objectives at the beginning 
of the year followed by frequent prompts, 
coaching and mentoring worked best.  
Providing goals and objectives into separate 
steps to be achieved also helped.  It's easier 
to work on and complete smaller tasks rather 
than tackle a big task.

Ralph Coker volunteers with SCORE which 
provides free mentoring to small businesses 
and nonprofits

How Are Companies Rating Employees?
By Ralph Coker

Ask Ralph
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Spring Fever
Spring fever is here and 

unfortunately not all of 
it is the good kind. The 

Island and the Bluff has been hammered with 
influenza A recently with lots of our kiddos 
home and missing from class. It tends to 
spread like wildfire and your best bet is the flu 
shot followed by hand washing and then if you 
develop symptoms to come see your doctor in 
the first 48 hours. 

If you come in during that window you can be 
tested and treated. Treatment isn’t perfect but 
can shorten the course of the illness and often 
the severity. Testing is more accurate after 
24 hours but occasionally can result in false 
negatives. Your doctor may have to consider 
other parameters to decide if treatment with 
anti-viral medication is indicated. Some of 
these are known exposures and preexisting 
illness that could make the flu more 
troublesome. Some examples are extremes 
of age, COPD, asthma, diabetes, pregnancy, 
chemotherapy etc.

Treatment can consist of steroids to reduce 
symptoms of the flu such as inflammation, 
wheezing and body aches. Antiviral meds 
come in really 2 frequently used types, Tamiflu 
that most people are familiar with and Xofluza 
the newest medication. Tamiflu is approved 
for essentially all ages and Xofluza  for those 

over 12 years of age. Tamiflu stops viral 
release from infected cells and Xofluza stops 
replication of the virus inside the cell. Both 
are generally well tolerated. Along with the 
meds above we sometimes use inhalers when 
wheezing or bronchospasm accompanies the 
illness. Antibiotics are reserved for secondary 
infections such as pneumonia which can be a 
deadly complication of the flu in susceptible 
patients.

Not every illness we see this time of year 
is the flu, there are other flu like illnesses 
running around as well. Your doctor can help 
you sort this out and choose the correct path 
to recovery. Prevention is key and starts with 
flu shots and then good hygiene such as hand 
washing covering your cough etc.

We have had several severe pneumonias 
recently that required intravenous antibiotics 
and hospitalization. Be careful sitting on these 
symptoms, you never know when it may be 
more serious than the flu. We are available to 
you 24/7 with all the tools to help. Also we are 
now able to return to doing skin procedures 
Monday thru Friday 8-4 during urgent care 
hours. This service would include warts, skin 
tags, cyst excision, benign lesion destruction 
and pre skin cancers and some skin cancers.

Stay well, Doc Tom

Thoughts From Dr. Tom

Photo by Mary Craft



Send letters and photos to editor@islandmoon.com
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SPORTS

Walt Coleman- 
NFL Referee Retiring

By Dotson Lewis

By Andy Purvis 
Special to the Island Moon

Throwback Part II

Dotson’s note: Walt Coleman is an Arkansas 
native and operates his family dairy business 
when not officiating. He officiated on the field 
for the National Football for 30 years, starting 
as a line judge in the NFL before making the 
jump to referee in 1995. Walt Coleman, Buddy 
Coleman, Al Messerschmidt, Luke Straub and 
others* contributed to this report. Bill Morgan 
and I provided the photos.

Retiring Referee Walt Coleman Didn't 
Officiate a Raiders Game after His “Tuck 

Rule” Call

Walt Coleman hasn’t refereed a single Raiders 
game since making the “tuck rule” call 17 years 
ago, a ruling that still reverberates throughout 
the league on occasion. And since he retired 
after calling the second half of the Pro Bowl just 
played January 27, he’ll never get the chance.

While the consensus around the league is 
that former Raiders defensive back Charles 
Woodson did in fact cause quarterback Tom 
Brady to fumble in the 2001 AFC divisional 
playoffs, Coleman correctly dived deep into 
the NFL rulebook and gave the ball back to the 
Patriots, invoking the “tuck rule.” New England 
went on to defeat Jon Gruden’s Raiders at 
snowy Gillette Stadium on an Adam Vinatieri 
field goal in overtime.

In my opinion Walt should have called a 
Raiders game years ago as well as a Super 
Bowl. It’s ridiculous that he hasn’t. It’s been 17 
years and Walt was the longest current tenured 
referee. A decade would have been a sufficient 
wait if that’s what the league wanted to do. But 
the NFL operates in mysterious ways at times, 
and they successfully avoided whatever it is 
they were afraid of.

The Tuck Ruckus

After that game in 2002 my friend Mike 
Pereira, who at the time was head of officiating 
for the NFL, was quoted as saying "Brady, at 
that point, was not trying to pass the ball, but 
it comes to his (left) hand. He never controlled 
it long enough to consider him a runner, nor 
does he try to bring it up again to pass." Thus, 
when Charles Woodson hit New England QB 
Tom Brady -- who was in full tuck mode, as 
everyone could see -- Brady's arm movement 
was merely the continuation of a forward pass 
because Brady somehow wasn't in possession 
of the ball he'd never let go of since the snap. 
We hope this little discussion has helped clear 
up any lingering confusion you may have had 
regarding this matter," writes one newspaper at 
the time.

This newspaper also stated, "Incomplete 
forward pass?  Shake the snow globe again.  We 
must have been seeing things. Certainly referee 
Walt Coleman was when he got in front of that 
replay monitor Saturday night in Foxboro. Since 
when is an obvious attempt to tuck the ball part 
of a forward pass?  According to Rule 3, Section 
21, Article 2 of the NFL rulebook, whenever the 
quarterback moves his arm forward to pass and 
the ball ends up coming out, it is a forward pass 
and not a fumble.”

Another paper continued, “By reversing his 
original ruling -- that Patriots quarterback 
Tom Brady had fumbled the ball while being 
hit by Raiders cornerback Charles Woodson -- 
Coleman gave new life to New England. The 
Patriots took advantage and sent the game into 
overtime, where they won to advance to the AFC 
championship game Sunday against the Steelers 
at Heinz Field. How: Pretty simple stuff that 
nobody understands. In the final two minutes 
of any NFL game, all questionable plays that 
are eligible to be reviewed are automatically 

reviewed. Brady's apparent fumble came with 
the Patriots driving, but trailing the Raiders, 13-
10, with less than two minutes left in regulation. 
Though no Patriots player argued that Brady's 
arm was in a throwing motion when Woodson 
hit him, the play was still subject to review 
despite Coleman's ruling that Brady had 
fumbled the ball (the Raiders had recovered). 
Upon reviewing the play, Coleman reversed his 
decision and ruled the play as an incomplete 
pass, and New England maintained possession. 
The Skinny: According to an NFL rule nobody 
cared to know before this game, Brady was 
indeed still in throwing motion when he began 
to tuck the ball away. Stupid? Most definitely.”

Criticism of Walt Continued Through-
Out His Career 

Whether you agreed with that call, or with 
Mike Pereira or me, this one game seemed 
to put a black mark on Walt’s career, which 
continued to follow him.  From then on, it 
seemed Walt could only do “wrong” according 
to the following quotes of various sports writers 
in the ensuing years:

-- “If you watch NFL football with any 
regularity, you've seen him.  Maybe you've 
never really noticed him, but you've most likely 
heard his name.  How do I know that?  Because 
Walt Coleman is perhaps the worst referee in 
the NFL.  A ref with a history of blown calls, 
yet, still employed by the league.” 

--"The national telecast of the Vikings-Packers 
game on Sunday night wasn't the right time 
for Walter Coleman and his crew to put on the 
worst exhibition of NFL officiating I have seen 
in my 42 years of covering the Vikings."

--"Fallout continued Wednesday from the wild 
conclusion to the Vikings' 26-22 loss Sunday in 
Green Bay. In a confidential memorandum, the 
NFL acknowledged its officiating crew made at 
least nine mistakes during the game -- including 
a pass interference call that negated a Vikings 
interception on the Packers' game-winning 
drive, according to a league source who saw the 
document...While all nine plays had an impact 
on the game, certainly the most crucial was the 
28-yard penalty called on Chavous by referee 
Walt Coleman's crew."

--"You also have Walt Coleman, a referee 
who is quickly developing a reputation as the 
most incompetent official in all of professional 
sports...Three steps may not be, but three strikes 
should be enough for the NFL to finally step in 
and end Walt Coleman's reign as a head referee 
during football games."

--"Smith, running like a maniac, off to a 
career night, breaks his hand in the first half, 
presumably on his long TD, the last 10 yards of 
which were accomplished with his hand firmly 
grabbing the facemask of cornerback Kenny 
Wright.  No call, of course.  But the no-calls 
balanced out when Cris Carter got away with 
grabbing Darren Woodson's jersey and yanking 
him out of the way on the Vikings' go-ahead 
TD.  The superstar syndrome.  These guys get 
away with murder.  Walt Coleman's officiating 
crew blew another one by not flagging Duane 
Clemons for the punch to the groin of Flozell 
Adams.”

--"I do not care what anybody says.  Walt 
Coleman is not qualified to work little league. 
Coleman blatantly and directly made up a pair 
of phantom calls to snatch victory from the 
Indianapolis Colts and hand it over to The San 
Francisco 49ers.  Incompetence is not even a 
valid excuse for the officiating in that game, 
as quite frankly, it bordered on criminal and 
I am surprised that there has not been an FBI 
investigation into that game.” 

*There is not enough space herein to recognize, 
by naming them, the sports writers whose 
stupidity is revealed by their statements which 
I encased in quotation marks.

Dotson’s other note: When Walt Coleman was 
a teen-ager, on occasion, he would accompany 
me to a football press box from which we would 
watch a game.  Actually we watched very little 
of the game.  At the time I was the Southwest 
Conference Supervisor of Officials, and Walt’s 
dad, Buddy Coleman, was on my officiating 
staff.  During the game we would discuss the 
officiating, football rules and the philosophy 
of officiating. Buddy Coleman was the best 
official that I ever saw, at his position. A few 
years later Walt started officiating and when 
he finally worked up to college officiating, he 
became an accomplished Line Judge. After a 
few more years, he was hired by the National 
Football League, and the rest is history.  To this 
day, I have not been able to figure out why he 
was never assigned to a Super Bowl. I have 
decided to “bug” his former and current NFL 
bosses and find out why.  I know that in the past 
25 years, he ranked higher than many of those 
who were assigned to Referee the Super Bowl.  

-30-Have Fun

Sports Talk Special to The Island Moon

Continued from last week...

It was written by Hal Habib of the Palm Beach 
Post that Kooch once played an entire game 
against the Steelers with a broken ankle.  It 
was a Monday night game against Pittsburgh.  
Bob went down in the first quarter and could 
not get up by himself.  Bob said to Langer, “I 
think I broke my ankle.”  Bob was helped to 
the sideline where he was given a pain killer.  
He returned to the game in the second quarter.  
After the game, he was carried off the field and 
taken to the hospital.  Bob also played the 1977 
season with two fractured vertebrae in his back.  
“You never said, ‘I can’t go,’” exclaimed Bob.  
“It never crossed our minds that an injury would 
shorten our career.”   

Bob Kuechenberg was a two-time Super Bowl 
winner while playing in 196 games during his 
NFL career.  He also recovered six fumbles.  It’s 
no secret that he played hurt and out of position, 
but still he played.  I wonder how many of 
you remember those early Super Bowl years.  
During the first several years when the game 
was broadcast live, there were no TV timeouts, 
only two camera angles were used and no slow-
motion replay was available.   Halftimes were 
highlighted by high school marching bands.  
Interestingly, the winners’ share for those 
early Super Bowls was $15,000 each.   Bob 
was named to the NFL Pro Bowl six times 
(1974, 1975, 1977, 1978, 1982 and 1983).  The 
winning share for the Pro Bowl was $2,500 
each and the losers received $1,500 each.  He 
was also named first team All-Pro in 1975 and 
1978. 

Kooch retired at the age of 37.  He suffered 
an eye injury in 1983.  He went on the injured 
reserved list in 1984 and announced his 
retirement in 1985.  Bob was the last player 
from the 17-0 team to retire.

Bob got involved in art collecting and real estate 
investments after football.  He had a real estate 
license for the states of California and Florida,  
In 1976, Bob and his wife Marilyn purchased a 

run-down house for $55,000 
in Florida.  They repaired the house and fixed it 
up and then sold it for a nice profit.  This was 
the beginning, as they eventually renovated 12 
homes in the next seven years.

In 1986, Bob was inducted into the American 
Football Association’s Semi-Pro Football Hall 
of Fame.  In 1995, Bob was inducted into the 
Miami Dolphins’ Honor Roll.  In 2013, the 
Dolphins’ undefeated 1972 team was honored 
by President Barack Obama at the White 
House.  Bob declined to attend for political 
reasons.  Only Dan Marino’s 17 seasons exceed 
Bob Kuechenberg’s 14 seasons as a Dolphin, 
and Bob’s 19 play-off games with Miami are 
still the most in their franchise history.  

Bob Kuechenberg died on a Saturday, January 
12, 2019, at the age of 71 from a heart attack.  
The news was reported by his former wife, 
Marilyn.  Bob had two children from his first 
marriage, Bryan and Eric, two children from 
his second marriage, Nicholas and Alexandra, 
and one child from his third marriage, Brandon.  
Bob also had two grandchildren.  Bob’s older 
brother, Rudy Jr., was a former linebacker for 
the Chicago Bears but only played for three 
years.  

Don Shula said after hearing of Bob’s death, 
“He was one of the toughest players I ever 
coached, a real throwback.  He was one of the 
key performers on our championship team, 
leading by example every time he stepped on 
the field.  That was especially true in Super 
Bowl VIII, when he dominated Alan Page the 
entire game, despite playing with a broken 
arm, a performance that was one of the keys to 
victory over the Vikings.  You could count on 
Kooch to play well and to play hard.”  In that 
game, the Dolphins ran the ball 53 times for 
196 yards.  Quarterback Bob Griese only threw 
the ball seven times to beat Minnesota 24-7 that 
day.  Kooch also had a sense of humor.  He had 
a metal rod implanted into his broken forearm 
before that game.  He later had the rod removed 
after his arm healed, and he used the rod to stir 
his friends’ drinks. 

Andy Purvis is a local author and radio 
personality.  Please visit www.purvisbooks.
com for all the latest info on his books or to 
listen to the new radio podcast.  Andy’s books 
are available online and can be found in the 
local Barnes & Noble bookstore.  Andy can be 
contacted at purvis.andy@mygrande.net.  Also 
listen to sports talk radio on Dennis & Andy’s 
Q & A Session from 6-8 PM on Sportsradiocc.
com 1230 AM, 95.1 and 96.1 FM.  The home of 
the Houston Astros.

The Pest Control Professionals
OVER 30 YEAR EXPERIENCE

Padre Island and Port Aransas’ Oldest Island Based Pest Control Company.

15481 SPID Just past
Whitecap on Right

Locally Owned by Island Resident 
Bill Schroeder

949-0208

Trust

Residential and Commercial Services
Termite * Ants * Rodent * Critter * Roaches * Spiders * Fleas

On Padre Island Since 1994.

Bob Kuechenberg

Just Before the “Tuck”

Walt Coleman

The Super Bowl parties 
happened here in Frostbite 
Falls of course. Best snack 
award goes to the Wunderbar 

for their trailer trash appetizer, Ritz crackers 
with swirled cheese whiz and an artful slice 
of jalapeño, served on a round slice-of-tree 
board. 

So I’m thinking here, having watched the ads 
for violent and spacey special effects showing 
on media, and medieval beer, and fancy 
vehicles, and robots, that I, FB Betty herself, 
could make an ad. What should it be?

Readers’ choice results posted next week, 
winner gets their name in a future column. 

1.  Snow softly falling, pretty little 
birds flitting through the evergreen trees, 
soundtrack calm and beautiful... until... 
BLAM. Superhero Frostbite Betty explodes 
through the screen with her shiny metallic 
outfit and wild music and a plate of cheesy 
crackers and a frosty mug of adult beverage. 
The punchline:  Believe in Life’s Simple 
Pleasures. Text #goBetty to 02255 for the 
recipe. 

2.  Soundtrack:  classic country on the 
jukebox.   Frostbite Betty clumps into her 

Frostbite Betty does the Super Bowl ad

…of Superheroes, juke boxes, 
and cheesy crackers…

regular rustic knotty pine bar, starts taking off 
all those layers of winter clothes, and as the 
bartender reaches over with her usual light 
beer, she reveals the makeover underneath 
her puffy old parka. DAZZLING curly 
glittered hair and slinky sequin dress. The 
whole bar goes quiet... “No thanks,“ she says 
in her new smooth-as-silk voice, “I’ll have a 
Cosmopolitan.”  Text #allelectric to 02266 for 
more on the all new 2019 pickup trucks. 

3.  Rays of sunlight streaming through the 
aqua blue ocean, Hawaiian music in the 
background. Bubbles rising, and then Betty 
and Bert swirling through the water in their 
amply-bellied mermaid outfits.  They open up 
the cooler and pull out the cheesy crackers, 
and suddenly all the beautiful fish swarm 
around them as the music swells, and the 
image fades to black.   White-lettered text 
reads  “Remember the Oceans” brought to you 
by Cheese Whiz. 

Text #goBert to 02277 to support “Snacks for 
Fish”

Post your vote on Frost Bite Betty on 
Facebook. 

Game on. 

Cheers from Betty and Bert. 
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The Traveling Moon Gets Around

Send letters and photos to editor@islandmoon.com 
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    offiCe Hours:    m-f 8:30-6:00       sat 8:30-5:30

Climate Controlled Storage 
Starting at $39.00

(361) 937-8673 10514  S.P.i.d.

MARCH 2, 2019
BEACH PARADE

WHITECAP BEACH TO PADRE BALLI PARK STARTS AT 11 AM

BAREFOOT MARDI GRAS FESTIVAL
PADRE BALLI PARK @ BRISCO KING PAVILLION | 11 AM - 5 PM

KING AND QUEENʼS BALL
BAREFOOTMARDIGRAS.COM

NEW ORLEANS TENT AT PADRE BALLI PARK | 7:30 PM TO MIDNIGHT

Key West group from Padre Island , Bob & Carol Collier, Brenda & Mike Harrison, 
Karen & Kevin took The Island Moon partying.

Marie Agrifoglio took the Island Moon to Sicily.

The Moon was in Vermont this week: Island Residents Brian Tibbetts and Mike Dunne 
traveled to Vermont for a long weekend of vintage snowmobiling. 
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COLDWELL BANKER ISLAND ESCAPES 
14945 S. Padre Island Dr., Corpus Chris�, TX  78418 

(361) 949‐7077 or  (800) 580‐7077 
www.cbir.com ISLAND ESCAPES 

13826 Mizzen Still time to  cus-
tomize this beautiful new 3/2/3  
home by Sima & Steve. Stucco/
stone exterior, pool size backyard.   
$492,500. Call Cindy 361-549-
5557.
.

15613 Finistere. Beautiful new 
home by Sima & Steve. 4 bed-
room, 3 full bath. Tile wood plank 
floors, laundry/mudroom. Outdoor 
kitchen, $314,900. Call Cindy
361-549-5557. 

14721 Whitecap #371 Amaz-
ing location! 2 bedroom 2 bath 
condo in the Beach club complex. 
Down the street from the beach. 
Call  Charlie 361-443-2499 or 
Randy 361-765-9914. 

13806 Captain Kidd  Waterview 
in front! Great location with pool 
and spa/hot tub. Spacious 4 bed-
rooms, 2.5 baths with kitchen 
island. $299,900. Call Charlie
443-2499 or Randy 765-9914.  

15949 El Soccorro Loop. Tropi-
cal retreat with pool and well. 1 
story open plan, tile floors. 3/2/2. 
Large master suite. $249,000.
Call Pam Morgan 361-215-8116.

809 Saint Benedict Great location 
in Flour Bluff! 3 bedrooms, 2 baths 
with 1,508 sq. ft. of living area. 
Close to parks, FBISD, and NAS. 
Call Charlie 443-2499 or Randy
765-9914 or Terry  549-7703.  

14721 Whitecap #313 Down
the street from the beach. This is a 
great Beach Club unit. 1 bedroom, 
1 bath, fully furnished. Great  
investment $135,000. Call Char-
lie 443-2499 or Randy 765-9914. 

Looking for Long Term Rental Property? 
Below are some of our available rentals: 

 Tenant Qualifying 
 Collections of Rents 

 Coordinating Repairs & Maintenance 
 Professional Itemized Monthly Statements

 Marketing/Advertising 

Looking for Professional Long Term Property Management Services? 
Our services include: 

S�ll the Same Superior Service, Outstanding Reputa�on since 1999 

14945 S. Padre Island Dr. 
Corpus Christi, TX  78418 

(361) 949-2131
(877) 269-2131 

www.rentpadreisland.com 

 

Palm Bay Village  #302. 1 Bed 1 
Bath, poolside. Fully furnished unit. 
Walk-in shower, King bed & sleeper 
sofa. Appointment only Call Cheryl,
361-563-0444. $139,000. 

15111 Dory Dr. Great townhome. 
3 bedroom, 3 full bath, with granite 
countertops, open plan living. Per-
fect Island get-a-way or investment 
property $199,900. Call Terry 549
-7703 or Charlie 443-2499. 

Lot 7 Block 36 Tortuga Great 
waterfront lot located in the heart 
of Point Tesoro. Short boat ride to 
the ICW. Lot dimensions 45x120 
$175,000. Call Charlie 443-2499.  

15830 Cozumel Beautiful new 
home in Coquina Bay with 4 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms, laundry/mud 
room. Outdoor kitchen and pool 
size lot. $339,500. Call Cindy
361-549-5557. 

Looking for Vaca�on Rental Services you can trust?   
Call Padre Escapes, Padre Island’s Premier Vaca�on Rental Company at 361‐949‐0430 

Visit us online at www.padreescapes.com    email at vaca�on@padreescapes.com 

Spinnaker #204 2/2 waterfront 
condo. Newer cabinets, granite 
counters, 1,006 sq. ft. East facing  
patio, deed boat slip.  $189,900.
Charlie 443-2499 or Randy 
765-9914.

14029 Coquina Bay Just 3/4 mile 
to the beach. 3 bedroom 2 bath 
open concept with cook’s kitchen, 
landscaped back yard. New roof, 
dishwasher, HVAC, water heater. 
$259,500. Call Terry 549-7703. 

15314 Bonasse Court Rare
find—2 bedroom, 2.5 bath end 
unit with deeded side yard, and a 2 
car garage. $220,000. Call  Cindy 
549-5557.

13830 Hawksnest Bay Exquisite 
4 Bedroom, 3 1/2 bath waterfront 
home with 2 living, 2 dining, 2 
fireplaces, 2 staircases and a 
study, $699,900. Call Cindy 
Molnar 549-5557.

14130 La Banquilla $364,900.
Beautiful new build with great 
coastal details, large kitchen, and 
more. 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 3 car 
garage built by Daniel Homes. 
Call Charlie 361-443-2499. 

15102 Leeward #801  Beautiful 
Beach Haven Townhome 3/2.5, 2 
car garage. Fully furnished ready 
for short or long term rentals. 
$224,000. Charlie 361-443-2499 
or Randy 361-765-9914. 
.

Portofino #407 4th floor corner 
unit with 3 bed., 2 baths; 1,406 
sq. ft. of living space. Wonderful 
beachfront complex, great pool. 
$206,000. Cheryl 563-0444. 

Condos, Condos, Condos
Check Out these Condos & Townhomes available in Wonderful 

Complexes allowing Short Term Rentals! 

Gulfstream #604 Updated north 
side unit. Superior location, long 
veranda, panoramic view of the 
Island. Offsite management al-
lowed. Call Dorothy 361-563-
8486.

13929 Suntan.  Another beauti-
ful home by R.T. Bryant Con-
struction. 4/2.5/3 with 2,219 sq. 
ft. Open floor plan, custom built 
cabinets. $329,000. Call Terry
549-7703. 

Village By The Beach Townhomes If you are looking for a 2 bedroom 
or up to a 6 bedroom we have you covered with 7 different beautifully fully 
furnished units being offered at the sought after Village by the Beach 
phase 2 that are ready to rent out short term, long term or buy for a full 
time residence. 2 bedroom 3 bath units starting at $264,900 and go up to 
a 6 bedroom 4 bath listed at $489,900. Two great pools to choose from 
with awesome features. Call Charlie 361-443-2499 or Randy 765-9914.

13929 Man O War Charming 3 
bedroom, 2 baths. Split bedrooms, 
3 tiered deck and boat lift. Fire-
place. Easy care front yard. Make 
an appointment today. Call Cheryl 
361-563-0444. 

14310 Ridley Way Upscale 2 
bedroom, 3 bath, located across 
the street from Schlitterbaun. 
Many high end upgrades. Unit 
comes fully furnished. $239,900.
Call Randy Corpuz 361-765-
9914. 

Spinnaker 
 Condos 

Unit 204 
Beautiful 2/2 Condo 

$189,900 

Complex is on canal 
with boat slip! 

Beach Club
Condos

Close to Beach 
Pool, hot tub, fitness 

center & more! 

#313 1/1 $135,000 
#371 2/2 $169,000 

#341 2/2 $158,900 
#356 2/2 $158,900 

Charlie Knoll 
443-2499 

Terry Cox 
549-7703 

Randy Corpuz 
765-9914  

Coastal Townhome beautifully 
decorated includes all furniture, 
appliances, dishes, linens AND 
MORE! Roomy 3/2.5/2 plus loft. 
$213,000 Call Cheryl 361-563-
0444. 

13633 Catamaran. Waterfront, 
1-story stucco, soaring ceilings, 
3/2/2 split, open plan. Tropical 
landscape. $344,900. Call 
Pam Morgan 361-215-8116.

15326 Cruiser B 
3/2.5/2 $2,000 

15405 Grass Cay #502 
3/3/1 $1,900  

15422 Salt Cay A 
1/1 $900 

13922 Sea Anchor 
3/2/2  $1,600 

13806 Captain Kidd  
4/2.5 $2,300 

15829 Vincent 
3/2 $2,600 

(Pool & outdoor kitchen) 

15301 Cartagena 
4/2/2 $3,000  

15137 Aquarius 
3/2/2 $2,600   

14878 Granada #303 
3/2.5/1 $2,200 

Call today to view!  

Waterfront Condo with deeded 
boat slip. Recently remodeled, 
furnished and ready for move in, 
long or short term rental, 
$189,900. Call Cindy Molnar 
549-5557 for details. 

Open Sundays 
 2 ‐ 4:30 p.m. 

Open Sundays 
 2 ‐ 4:30 p.m. 

 Sale Pending! 

SOLD! 

ISLAND ESCAPES 

 Sale Pending! 
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Eclipsed By Yacht
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ON THE

BIG SCREEN

Schlitterbahn Corpus Christi - 14353 Commodore Dr - Corpus Christi, TX 78418
Call for Reservations: 361-589-4220

361-589-4223

Finding Nemo
February 8

Finding Dory
February 9

For full schedule, visit: http://loggerheaddive-in.com

All Shows 
Start at 8pm

Tickets
$5 for Kids/Seniors 

$7 for Adults

Family Favorites, Romance, and 
Comedy on the way to the Dive-In Theater!

Coming Soon to Loggerhead

DIVE-IN THEATRE
LOGGERHEAD 

Mamma Mia - 
Singalong!
February 15

The Notebook
February 16

Talladega 
Nights
February 8

Smokey & The
Bandit
February 8

Islanders Dan Carignan and Mandy 
Hrncir attended a Superbowl party in St. 
Maarten. They forgot to take the Moon 

but sent these photos with the Eclipse, the 
second largest yacht in the world owned 

by Russian Roman Abramovich in the 
background. They didn’t make it aboard 
and Dan advises that there is a security 

ring around the boat which prohibits 
photos and also 

shoots down 
any drones that 

approach. 
Among 

other things 
Abramovich 

owns the Chelsea 
Football Team. 

The ARK would like to say THANK YOU to their friends with NOAA who 
helped us rescue this cold-stunned turtle on Wednesday. As temperatures drop, 

please be on the lookout for turtles in distress. If you find a turtle that needs 
help, please contact 1-866-TURTLE5, this hotline is monitored 24 hrs a day.



Find the solution at
http://onlinecrosswords.net/1941

Free Printable Crossword Puzzle #1
This is the Daily Crossword Puzzle #1 for Feb 4, 2019

Across
1. Glazier's cutting
5. ''The Planets'' composer
10. ''___ want for Christmas is .
. .''
14. Hauge of poetry
15. Sprightly
16. Oboe attachment
17. Sign at the edge of a cliff?
19. Daily delivery
20. Kind of address
21. Okapi cousin
23. Glides high
25. Threads
26. Mexican monies
29. Weep convulsively
31. Memory slip
34. Provides data
36. Disappear gradually
38. Word after T.
39. Imagist
40. Hot under the collar
42. 1958 Chevalier film
43. Edifice extension
44. Dull-colored
45. Bit in a brownie, perhaps
47. Ketchup alternative
49. Intricate pattern
51. Blows a gasket
52. Clown since 1946
54. Hail damage
56. Produce place
59. Japanese entertainers
63. Manhandle
64. Tethered dive
66. Puberty problem, for some
67. Epic starring Achilles
68. Position on a ship
69. Rorem and Beatty
70. All choked up
71. Potter's prop

Down
1. 11th U.S. President
2. Sunburn soother
3. Sea power
4. Flattens
5. ''___ la vista, baby!''
6. Eyeballers
7. Cover up, essentially
8. Smelting refuse
9. Halfhearted
10. 3-Down group
11. Suspension system
component
12. Eric the Red's son
13. Thumb-twiddling

18. Go out on a limb?
22. Exercise authority
24. Guest room
furnishing, perhaps
26. Corncobs and briars
27. First name of a
famous plane
28. Hypnotized
30. Horror film regular
32. Fluid transition
33. Leaves
35. Officer's address
37. Morning condensate
41. Wet behind the ears
42. Palooka's downfall

44. State of
bewilderment
46. Clarinetist Shaw
48. Plinths
50. Alms seeker
53. Satellite path
55. Lacking
56. Fed
57. Compete against the
clock
58. December noun
60. Luau dance
61. Last word of the
Bible
62. Burned rubber
65. Peeples or Long

Free Daily Printable Crossword Puzzles http://www.onlinecrosswords.net/printable-daily-crosswords-1.php

1 of 1 2/4/2019, 1:25 PM

February 7, 2019 Island Moon A12

Send letters and photos to editor@
islandmoon.com

Moon Crossword

Crossword Solution  
on classifieds page

Going Easy On You... Knuckle-Cracker

Brain-Buster Mind-Numbing Frustration

Medium Puzzle 5,432,542,222

© Web Sudoku 2019 - www.websudoku.com

Web Sudoku - Billions of Free Sudoku Puzzles to Play Online http://show.websudoku.com/
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Hard Puzzle 5,272,998,044

© Web Sudoku 2019 - www.websudoku.com

Web Sudoku - Billions of Free Sudoku Puzzles to Play Online http://show.websudoku.com/
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Evil Puzzle 5,122,961,838
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Evil Puzzle 978,446
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1 of 1 2/4/2019, 1:27 PM

Sudoku

Carpet Cleaning
Air Duct Cleaning
Upholstery Cleaning

Tile & Wood Cleaning 
Fire & Water Damage 
Restoration

24 Hour 
Emergency  Service

Call for our Daily Specials
361-993-9300 

book online at www.servicemaster-tx.com

Coastal Issues 
Forum to Feature 
“Nurdle Patrol: 
Information and 

Training”
Monday, Feb. 11th

The Coastal Bend Bays Foundation is hosting 
Jace Tunnell, the director of the Mission-
Aransas Reserve, to present Nurdle Patrol 
Information and Training at its monthly Coastal 
Issues Forum on Monday, February 11, at the 
Del Mar Center for Economic Development, 
room. 106, 3209 S. Stapes. 
Nurdle Patrol is a citizen science project lead 

by the Mission-Aransas National Estuarine 
Research Reserve at the University of Texas 
Marine Science Institute in Port Aransas, Texas. 
They are looking to gather information about 
where nurdles are located across Texas and the 
rest of the Gulf of Mexico, remove the nurdles 
from the environment, and create awareness 
about the nurdle issue.
Nurdles are small plastic pellets and are the 

basis of everything plastic. They are small 
and look like food to animals, and they absorb 
other toxins in the environment so can be 
deadly to some animals depending on the toxin 
concentrations.
You can be a part of the solution by doing your 

own survey! Come to this presentation to hear 
how you can get involved. The doors will open 
at 5:30 p.m. and the presentation will begin at 
6 p.m.
For more information, see our website, 

Facebook event or call Jenny Vander Pluym at 
361-882-3439. 

Jace Tunnel with Nurdles

Attention Amazon 
Shoppers

If you shop on Amazon.com you can now 
designate the Riley P Dog Park as your 
charitable donation site. Just use amazon.
smile.com and pick Riley P Dog Park as your 
designated charity. 0.5 percent of every eligible 
purchase will go directly to the Padre Island 
Dog Park’s account at Frost Bank Padre Island. 
Please consider designating the Dog Park as 
your charity as the park is being funded entirely 
by donations and volunteers. If you have any 
questions about the dog park you can visit our 
page on facebook at Riley P Dog Park or call 
Jan Rankin at 361-949-7700.

RILEY P.

DOG PARK
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The Great Outdoors 2018
By Jay Gardner 

On the Rocks Backwater  Adventures
By Joey  Farah
Farah’s Fishing Adventures

Send letters and photos to editor@islandmoon.com 

Fully Guided • All Tackle Provided

(361)442-8145

Kevin and I were bombing 
around in the skiff this past 
weekend, and we decided to 
head out to Packery and see if 

we couldn’t entice a sheepshead on the rocks.  
We eased out through the channel, which was 
clogged with a bunch of people enjoying some 
recreation in the foggy conditions.  After about 
a half hour of only catching a few grander 
pigfish and pinfish, we decided to head back 
towards the lagoon and try something else.  As 
we neared the boat ramps there at Packery, the 
now incoming tide was really showing off a nice 
bar that has formed basically from the Hwy 361 
bridge to well out in front of the ramps.  This 
bar is only about a foot deep on the top on an 
incoming normal tide; I’m betting that this bar 
will be exposed on lower tides.  This bar has 
basically cut off the boat ramps from Packery, 
meaning that the ramps which were already 
not usable by large boats, do not have access 
to the channel for any boats.  Double whammy.  
There needs to be some attention out there at the 
boat ramps and channel.  Last night at ISAC, 
Deidre mentioned that the shoals may need to 
be marked if they’re not going to be at least 

spot dredged.  With navigation lights missing at 
the end of the jetties and the new sand shoals, 
Packery Channel is turning into a dangerous 
place.

Another dangerous place right now is down 
south on the Seashore.  Our buddy Ranger Buzz 
says that crews are down there daily plugging 
away at clearing the trees out of the way, and 
that they are in the “thick” of things in the 
20’s.  The Friends of Padre has been helpful in 
providing information and keeping an eye on 
things down there in working with the Park.  We 
will be ready to go for the Big Shell Clean Up 
which is sneaking up on us quickly on the 23rd.  
Make sure to get that on your calendars.

One thing that will be different this year is 
that we are swapping bag colors.  Huh? You 
say?  You loyal readers and other Big Shell 
Clean Up veterans know that we typically put 
trash in the orange bags, and recently we started 
having blue bags for items that could easily 
be recycled.  This year, we’re going to use the 
orange bags for recycle materials, and the blue 
bags will be for trash that cannot be recycled.  
That will be a change that will have some heads 
scratching on the morning of, but now that you 
are informed, you can help those around you get 
it done correctly.  I would like to throw a kudos 
out to Councilman Greg Smith for working with 
the Friends of Padre and those fine folks down 

at Solid Waste to accept the recyclable 
materials from the Clean Up.  Hopefully 
this works out to be a win-win-win for 
everyone involved, including the beach.  
Of course we also have to give kudos 
to the Seashore staff for coordinating 
the event from their side and doing the 
heavy lifting once all the trash gets back 
to the parking lot.

While it’s starting to feel like spring, 
we get another whack this weekend 
that will keep the long johns and fleece 
accessories handy.  Indy and I started 
some purple and blue variety plumeria 
seeds recently, and they are popping 
out.  The dove birds are talking to each 
other already, and the tufted titmice 
are checking out the nesting box in 
the tree.  Punxsutawney Phil might be 
right.  Time to start thinking about doing 
any landscaping, trimming, or other 
yardwork.  My lawn unfortunately never 
stopped growing and I’m trying my 
best to ignore the fact that it needs to be 
mowed.  No rest for the weary.

There’s lots going on around the Island, 
and I imagine that headlines in 2019 will 
be very interesting.  Y’all drop me a line 
at tarponchaser@mail.com and be good 

to each other and I will see you next week On 
the Rocks.

949-0787
14493 S.P.I.D Suite E

The Best Pizzeria 
in the Coastal Bend 

Now Serving
Pizza  
By The 
Slice! Only $3.99 

 For any 1-topping Slice
Only 25  

for Each Additional 
Topping

Monday Thru Friday  
11am - 3pm  

Dine-in and Pick-up Only

padrepizzeria.com
Gluten Free • Wine Wednesday - Half Price Bottles All Day • Monday football special $1.99 domestic draft 

beer all day

Annual Texas Abandoned Crab Trap 
Removal Dates Set for 2019

Volunteers needed February 15-24
Each February for 17 years, volunteers spend 

ten days on the water along the Texas coastline 
searching the bays for abandoned crab traps 
left to foul shrimpers’ nets, snag anglers’ lines, 
“ghost fish,” and create unsightly views. To 
date, they’ve hauled off more than 35,000 of 
these derelict traps.

Between Feb. 15-24, Texas coastal waters 
will be closed to crabbing with wire mesh crab 
traps to facilitate the annual volunteer crab trap 
cleanup. Any traps left in bays — including traps 
tied to docks — will be assumed abandoned and 
considered “litter” under state law. This allows 
volunteers to legally remove any crab traps they 
find.

Volunteers are needed to assist in the coast-wide 
effort to remove the numerous traps that have 
been lost or abandoned since last year’s cleanup.  
To facilitate volunteer trap removal efforts, the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
will provide crab trap drop-off sites at locations 
in each major bay system along the coast from 
8 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Feb. 16, weather 
permitting.  Additionally, at all sites, dumpsters 
or collection areas marked with banners will 

be available to receive traps for the duration of 
the closure.  Volunteers may focus their efforts 
on Feb. 16 or work at their own pace anytime 
during the closure, but traps cannot be removed 
prior to Feb. 15 or after Feb. 24.

The Coastal Conservation Association Texas, 
Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program, 
Galveston Bay Foundation, and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service are providing continued 
support to the crab trap removal program. 
Numerous other organizations and companies 
also are volunteering their services.

To participate, volunteers may pick up 
free tarps, gloves, trap hooks and additional 
information at their local TPWD Coastal 
Fisheries field stations. TPWD requests that 
volunteers who remove traps record and submit 
information about the number of traps they 
collect as well as documenting any sightings of 
diamondback terrapins.

All other legal means of crabbing will not be 
affected during the closure period for wire crab 
traps. For more information, contact your local 
TPWD Coastal Fisheries office or Zack Thomas 
at (512) 389-8448 or crabtrap@tpwd.texas.gov

Kevin chumming the area.

As winter passed us by without a scratch, we 
here in the Coastal Bend are ready for spring 
a little before Mother Nature. Each winter tells 
a different story and this one was EASY ST! 
Without freezing temperatures our gamefish 
have had it fairly easy. The warmer waters 
have had fish numbers spread out throughout 
the bay. Bait and food sources are also spread 
out making fishing tough. With this NEW 
MOON, we will see the influx of shrimp, crabs, 
and gamefish start to pour into the local bay 
systems. Shrimp bury up deep in pockets of 
soft bottom in the large bays and just offshore, 
during the coldest times of year. When the dark 
moon of February brings them out they ride the 
incoming tide and bring the sheepshead and 
drum with them. As soon as you see those white 
flags flying at our local marinas then jump up 
and head for both the jetties and the ICW.   

 
The trout fishing from the boat right now is 
absolutely AWSOME! We have been catching 
40-80 trout a day on soft plastics. Seems 4-5ft 
of water has been the key. Wade fishermen 
have caught some nice big trout but the overall 
success has been poor while wade fishing 
because of the lack of cold weather in the last 
few weeks. There is no urgency to regulate 
their body temperature so the trout are sitting 
out deep then moving up shallow at night to 
feed. Daylight hours are filled with stomping 

Nice black drum will be headed into the 
Lagoon and Port A as shrimp rise up 
from the bottom and start their spring 

migration.

These Michigan anglers used soft plastics 
to catch their trout limit and more this 

week in the Boat Hole. Drifting with Capt 
Farah.

waders and burning outboards along the 
shallows. Get a few hours and come have a blast 
drifting with me and catching boxes of trout.   
Go ahead and start your spring fishing ahead of 
schedule and GET WET!

  
Capt Joey Farah 361-442-8145 

We all hope to be on the water with a smile and a fish at 86yrs old! This Michigan 
angler has a couple of full pockets of life.



In this week’s article, I 
want to feature Heart Month 
which is designated as the 

month of February. This month strives to 
educate the public about the importance of 
improving heart health. This endeavor aims to 
help people identify and understand helpful 
adjustments that can be made to increase heart 
health. There are a number of everyday things 
that we can do in achieving healthier lives for 
2018. With this designation, both the American 
Heart Association as well as the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have put 
out some great information. 

 Heart disease is the leading cause of death 
for men and women in the United States. 
Every year, 1 in 4 deaths are caused by heart 
disease. The good news is that heart disease 
can often be prevented when people make 
healthy choices and manage their health 
conditions. Communities, health professionals, 
and families can work together to create 
opportunities for people to make healthier 
choices. National trends show heart disease 
death rates are declining more slowly than they 
have in the past, especially among adults ages 
35 to 64. The CDC Division of Heart Disease 
and Stroke Prevention and Million Hearts are 
focused on letting younger adults know they are 
not immune to heart disease, but that they can 
reduce their risk—at any age—through lifestyle 
changes and by managing medical conditions.

Here are some tips from the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) to take control 
of your heart health:  

• Find time to be active. Aim for at least 150 
minutes of physical activity  per week. 
Invite fitness buddies on an afternoon 
stroll, try an exercise class, or challenge 
the whole family to a soccer match.

• Make healthy eating a habit. Small 
changes in your eating habits can make 
a big difference. Try making healthier 
versions of your favorite recipes by 
looking for ways to lower sodium 
and trans fat, and add more fruits and 
vegetables.

• Quit tobacco—for good. Smoking 
cigarettes and using other tobacco 
products affects nearly every organ in 
your body, including your heart. Quitting 
can be tough, but it can be easier when 
you feel supported. Visit the CDC website 
for great tips on how to quit. https://www.
cdc.gov/tobacco/campaign/tips/quit-
smoking/index.html?s_cid=OSH_tips_
D9385 

• Know your numbers. High blood pressure 
and high cholesterol  are major risk 
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By Todd Hunter, District 32

STATE

factors for heart disease. Ask your health 
care team to check your blood pressure 
and blood cholesterol levels regularly and 
help you take steps to control your levels.

• Stick to the ’script. Taking your 
medications can be tough, especially 
if you feel fine. But sticking with your 
medication routine is important for 
managing and controlling conditions that 
could put your heart at risk. 

The American Heart Association (AHA) is 
an organization that helps bring heart health 
knowledge, leadership and resources to all 
levels of government. Whether it is the federal, 
state or local level, the AHA identifies ways of 
educating the public and develops systems of 
care that work to help acute conditions, which 
will result in helping to improve the patient’s 
outcomes. Many of these systems coordinate 
impacted people to help them recover, while 
also improving the cost-effectiveness of their 
care. These systems of care generally are 
tailored by more localized methods that focus 
on certain regions of the nation and individual 
states. The Association uses collected data that 
helps a seamless transition from each stage of 
care. It is with these types of awareness and 
outreach that they hope will save lives. If you 
would like to learn more information about 
healthy tips on cardiovascular health, you can 
visit the American Heart Association’s website 
at www.heart.org .

The 86th Legislative Session is currently 
underway! If you would like to follow the Texas 
House and learn more information on news, 
committees or other aspects of the legislative 
body, you can access its website at http://www.
house.texas.gov. The site features live streaming 
from the House floor and committee hearings, 
as well as access to a number of other resources. 
You can also follow the Texas Senate at http://
www.senate.texas.gov. The Texas Governor’s 
official website can be found at http://gov.texas.
gov/ . 

If you have questions regarding any of the 
information mentioned in this week’s article, 
please do not hesitate to call my Capitol or 
District Office.  Please always feel free to 
contact my office if you have any questions 
or issues regarding a Texas state agency, or if 
you would like to contact my office regarding 
constituent services. As always, my offices are 
available at any time to assist with questions, 
concerns or comments (Capitol Office, 512-
463-0672; District Office, 361-949-4603).

     
- State Representative Todd Hunter, District 32

Rep. Hunter represents Nueces (Part) County.  
He can be contacted at todd.hunter@house.
texas.gov or at 512-463-0672.  

POA News by Marvin Jones, President

News You Can Use
As always, let me have 

your thoughts.  You can 
reach me at mjones.law@att.net

Sea Pines- The Sea Pines Group seeking to 
withdraw from the PIPOA has accumulated 
enough signatures on their petition to meet the 
51% requirement.  It is now up to the group to 
formulate and file the necessary paperwork to 
finish the withdrawal process.  It is anticipated 
the group will have this accomplished in the 
next couple of weeks.  More on this later.

Billish Park- The PIPOA is about to close 
out the construction phase of the park.  We 
have been working with the Hanson company 
and the Fox Landscaping people to rap up 
the remaining details.  The next phase will 
be working with the city to determine how 
or if we can spend any remaining money 
left over from the $600,000 budget on park 
amenities.  The PIPOA would like to invest 
in shade structures and other recreational 
type equipment with the remaining money.  
A meeting is scheduled with the Parks and 
Recreation Department to discuss this matter.   

Investigations- The PIPOA has been 
asked to conduct three investigations.  One 
concerning the channel markers, the second 
concerning leaking of compliance documents, 

and the third concerning issues with contracts 
regarding dredging and related matters.

Board Meeting- The next Board meeting 
will be February 26, 2019, at the Island 
Presbyterian Church at 5:30 PM.   

Meet the Candidates- The next meet the 
candidate’s opportunity is Thursday, February 
21, 2019, at the Island Presbyterian church 
starting at 5:30 PM.  

Litter Critter- The next Litter Critter will be 
Saturday, February 16, 2019, at the Briscoe 
King Pavilion parking lot from 9:00 AM to 
1:00 PM.

Architectural Control Rules- The PIPOA 
has been working with parties regarding the 
construction of a home on Cobo de Bara.  The 
builder of this property has been contacted 
several times by the PIPOA and administrative 
action taken to ensure the builder complies 
with certain rules imposed by both the City 
and the PIPOA.  

Annual Meeting- The Annual Meeting is 
scheduled for March 9, 2019at the Sea Shore 
school gymnasium beginning at 10:00 AM.  
At the meeting, the votes will be tallied for 
the two open Board seats.  Please vote, your 
ballots have been mailed to you.

Full Transparency and Disclosure

February is Heart Month

Padre Island Real Estate Ticker
January 1 - January 15

Waterfront Condomiums/Townhomes 
Sold

14434 E. Cabana Street #219

67 Waterfront Condominiums/
Townhomes/Duplexes Listed From 
$68,000.00-$1,250,000.00

Waterfront Lots

43 Waterfront Lots Listed From 
$125,000.00-$2,000,000.00

  Interior Lots Sold

13906 Forestay Street

49 Interior Lots Listed From 
$30,000.00-$115,000.000

Commercial Lots

12 Commercial Lots Listed From 
$125,000.00-$1,850,000.00

By Cindy Molnar 

Coldwell Banker Island Realtors

Waterfront Homes Sold

59 Waterfront Homes Listed From 
$333,333.00-$4,500,000.00

   Interior Lot Homes Sold

13969 Seafarer Drive

14030 Coquina Bay Avenue

15521 Cuttysark Street

15914 San Felipe Drive

14218 Cabo Blanco Drive

13973 Ketch Street

15842 Grenadine Drive15918 Cozumel 
Drive

14121 N. Cabana Street

68 Interior Lot Homes Listed From 
$219,900.00-$900,000.00

Interior Lot Condominiums/
Townhomes/Duplexes Sold

95 Interior Condominiums/
Townhomes/Duplexes Listed From 
$89,000.00-$489,900.00

Property Tax Growth Reform Bills Rolled 
Out in Austin

By Richard Lee

After promising meaningful property tax 
reform throughout the first weeks of session, 
state leadership this week unveiled a plan to 
slow the growth of property taxes Thursday. 

“People desperately need property tax reform, 
our businesses need property tax reform, and we 
have set out, on this date, early in session…with 
a major piece of legislation,” said Lt. Governor 
Dan Patrick.  “We are setting the tone for the 
rest of the session on this issue.” 

 He was joined by Governor Greg Abbott, 
House Speaker Dennis Bonnen, as well as 
two key lawmakers, Houston Senator Paul 
Bettencourt and Lubbock Representative 
Dustin Burrows, who will carry the bills in their 
respective chambers.  Both bills, designated 
SB 2 and HB 2,  are identical and would put a 
2.5 percent cap on annual property tax growth 
absent voter approval.  

The current property tax “rollback rate” is 8 
percent  (of the Effective Tax Rate – not the 
Tax Rate) per year.   If a taxing entity other 
than a school district approves a rate increase 
beyond that, under current law, citizens can 
trigger a rollback election if they can collect 
the signatures of seven percent of the registered 
voters in that taxing jurisdiction.   Rollback 
elections for local school property tax rate 
increases are triggered automatically if they 
exceed the rate, and SB 2 would make that 
the law for all taxing entities.  The 2.5 percent 
rollback rate would also apply to all taxing 
entities, excluding those that collect less than 
$15 million annually.  

“The vexing problem facing taxpayers is that 
tax bills are going up at least two or three times 
faster than they can handle,” said Bettencourt.  
“I think that the concept of having a two and 
a half percent rollback rate across the board 
means there’s a universal solution.”  In addition 
to authoring SB 2, Bettencourt chairs the Senate 
Property Tax Committee, which will begin 
hearings on the bill next week.   

Agenda - 2018-2019 
PIPOA Compliance 
Committee Meeting
February 13th, 2019 – 

6:00 pm
PIPOA Office

• Comments from public.   

• Discuss PIPOA Compliance Standards to 
be presented to the Board for approval.

• (Possible committee action)

• Discuss the idea of the POA developing 
a long-term program to educate property 
owners about their responsibilities as to 
compliance concerns. Education would 
be a more positive approach than issuing 
fines. 

• (Possible committee action) 

Compliance Committee Chairperson, Alan 
Rickertsen. 

Veterans Resource 
Fair March 2

Nueces County Veterans Services and Del 
Mar College Economic Development Center 
will host a Veterans Resource Fair from 9 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. March 2 at the Del Mar College 
Economic Development Center, 3209 South 
Staples. 

Martin A. Longoria Nueces County Veterans 
Service Officer said the event is a community 
partnership between various veteran owned 
agencies, nonprofits, federal, state, and local 
county agencies whose aim is to provide an 
annual and reliable place and event where 
Nueces County and surrounding counties can 
obtain direct connections and information 
on many different types of veteran specific 
programs and resources. 
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Complimentary cut and style for all color customers

(361)244-5748

The Island's 

Edge Salon

Follow us on Facebook:
The Island Moon Newspaper

Send photos and letters to: 
editor@islandmoon.com

                                   

                                          Michelle Matthews   

 

Hair Cuts & Color, Waxing, Hair Extensions, Special Occasion Hair, Airbrush Make Up, Feather Extensions 

Are you tired of wearing mascara? Do you suffer from black circles of smudged mascara? Do you want to have long beautiful lashes 24/7, even 
when you swim? Do you want longer fuller eyelashes? If you answered YES to any of these questions, we have the answer.......... 

XTREME™ EYELASH EXTENSIONS 

 

 

Michelle  is  a  Master  Hair  Stylist 
having  learned  from  the  best  and 
having  trained  top  stylists  herself. 
She is an expert Colorist and Make 
Up  Artist,  and  was  the  former 
Stylist and Make Up Artist for Miss 
Oklahoma.

Hours
Tuesday‐Friday    10am‐6pm 
Saturday                  9am‐2pm 

 

Walk‐Ins Welcome * Late Appointments Available  

14813 S.P.I.D. 
Corpus Christi, TX 78418 

(Next Door to Island Wash) 
Salon: 361‐949‐4890 

www.michellessalon.com 

GIFTS CERTIFICATES AVALIABLE 

Call Roni at

The Island Outdoors

By Stacey Kempf

I overheard a local weatherman state the other 
day that our weather patterns are starting to shift 
and our South Texas winter is virtually on its 
way out for the year. As someone who enjoys 
all the seasons, this was a little disappointing to 
hear, but at the same time, I knew it would bring 
about an early onset of another type of season 
that I enjoy – planting season. 

February to me is a month of preparation and 
planning when it comes to my outdoor spaces. 
It means cutting back and pruning perennials 
and ornamentals grasses, treating my lawn 
with a pre-emergent, and daydreaming about 
the warmer weather and sunshine that will be 
returning soon in abundance. It’s also a time 
to find some gardening inspiration and learn 
something new, and our area has so many 
opportunities available this month to do just 
that.

Feb 9, 2019 

• “Real Outdoor Living” from 10-11am 
@ Gill Landscape Nursery (2810 Airline 
Rd.)

• This program will focus on taking your 
existing landscaping to the next level with 
information on water features, lighting, 
hardscapes and much more. Admission 
is free.

• “Bed to Bud to Bloom Rose Seminar” 
from 10:30-11:30am @ South TX 
Botanical Gardens & Nature Center (8545 
S. Staples)

• The Corpus Christi Rose Society will be 
leading this seminar on growing roses in 
our area. This class includes hands-on 
demonstrations that will take place in the 
botanical garden’s rose beds. The class is 
free for STBGNC members, all others can 
pay general admission, which will include 
the course, or pay $2 for the class only. 

Feb 13, 2019

• “Adding Water Features to Your 
Landscape” from 10:30-11:30am @ 
South Texas Botanical Gardens & Nature 
Center (8545 S. Staples)

• Led by Denise Housler of Aquaria 
Services, this program will show you the 
ins and outs of adding a beautiful water 
feature to your yard. The class is free for 
STBGNC members, all others can pay 
general admission, which will include the 
course, or pay $2 for the class only.

Feb 16, 2019

• “Backyard Greenhouse Seminar” from 
10:30-11-30am @ South Texas Botanical 
Gardens & Nature Center (8545 S. 
Staples)

• A Nueces County Master Gardener will 
introduce you the different types and styles 

of greenhouses and help you determine 
if one is right for you. Discussions on 
proper permitting and other necessary 
steps will be covered too. The class is free 
for STBGNC members, all others can pay 
general admission, which will include the 
course, or pay $2 for the class only.

Feb 23, 2019

• ”New, Improved Crepe Myrtles for Your 
Yard” from 10:30-11-30am @ South 
Texas Botanical Gardens & Nature Center 
(8545 S. Staples)

• Landscape designer Kathy Hubner will 
discuss the many new varieties of crepe 
myrtles now available and help you 
determine which will work best in your 
yard. The class is free for STBGNC 
members, all others can pay general 
admission, which will include the course, 
or pay $2 for the class only.

Feb 27, 2019 

• “Space Saving Container Gardening” 
from 10:30-11:30am @ South Texas 
Botanical Gardens & Nature Center 
(8545 S. Staples)

• Local horticulturist Carol Krank will 
discuss how lack of space doesn’t have 
to be an impediment to growing beautiful 
plants and vegetables. The class is free 
for STBGNC members, all others can pay 
general admission, which will include the 
course, or pay $2 for the class only.

Feb 28, 2019

• Coastal Bend Landscape Conference 
from 8am-2:45pm @ The Del Mar Center 
for Economic Development, Rm. 141 
(3209 S. Staples)

• Various topics will be covered including 
how to protect our bay systems through 
proper fertilizing techniques, tree 
selection for urban landscapes, disease 
identification and much more. Organized 
by the Nueces County’s Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service, this program 
has a cost of $45 and includes a light 
breakfast and lunch.  Those wanting to 
attend must pre-register no later than Feb. 
10th  by calling 361-767-5217.

TO LEARN MORE

To find out more about these and all upcoming 
events, please utilize the contact info below:

Gill Landscape Nursery: 361-992-9674 or 
https://gillnursery.com/garden-talks

Nueces County Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension: 361-767-5217 or  https://nueces.
agrilife.org

South Texas Botanical Gardens & Nature 
Center: 361-852-2100 or http://www.stxbot.org

Updating the Old by Learning 
Something New
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2019 Volunteer Opportunities with Kemp’s 
Ridley Sea Turtle Nesting Project at PINS

By: Martha Villalba and Donna J. Shaver, 
Ph.D.

National Park Service, Padre Island National 
Seashore

E-mail: Donna_Shaver@nps.gov 

Padre Island National Seashore is excited to 
announce the 2019 sea turtle nesting season 
spring volunteer training events scheduled in 
February and March.  Each year, more than 
100 people from the community volunteer with 
our sea turtle nest detection and protection 
program.  Volunteers are essential to the success 
of our program, and if you have some time to 
donate and are interested in volunteering at 
Padre Island National Seashore to help with the 
Kemp’s ridley restoration program this year, 
this article contains information on how you 
can participate.   

About the Program

Kemp’s ridley sea turtle is the smallest and 
most endangered sea turtle species in the world.  
For more than three decades, Padre Island 
National Seashore has aided with a global effort 
to help recover the populations of threatened 
and endangered sea turtles, particularly that of 
the Kemp’s ridley sea turtle.  More than half of 
the Kemp’s ridley nests found in the U.S. each 
year are located at the National Seashore. 

Kemp’s ridley sea turtles nest in south Texas 
from April through mid-July.  Females nest one 
to three times throughout the nesting season, at 
intervals of about 14 to 28 days.  They often 
come ashore in synchronized nesting events 
called arribadas (Spanish for “arrival”), which 
typically happen on days that are windy or when 
cold fronts pass through the area.  The females 
crawl onshore in search of a spot above the 
high tide line to lay their eggs.  Once a female 
selects a nest site she uses her rear flippers, 
tossing sand up in the air while digging, to build 
an “egg chamber.”  She then lays a “clutch” of 
eggs in the chamber and covers the nest, never 
to return to the nest again.  Each clutch contains 
about 100 soft, leathery eggs. 

The eggs from nests found on North Padre 
Island and the northern Texas coast are 
relocated to Padre Island National Seashore 
for protected incubation.  Nests recovered 
from the southernmost section of the Seashore 
are transplanted into a “corral,” a large screen 
enclosure located 40 miles south of Malaquite 
beach.  Nests from South Padre Island are 
protected in a corral there.  At these locations, 
the delicate eggs are protected from a variety 
of threats including poaching, predators, tidal 
inundation, and vehicles, and are monitored and 
cared for throughout incubation.  After about 
50 days of incubation, the hatchlings emerge 
from the eggs and are protected from predators 
as they are released into the Gulf of Mexico.  
Every year, thousands of people come to the 
National Seashore to watch release of these 
hatchlings, which occur mostly between June 
and mid-August.  

Volunteer Opportunities

Volunteers with our program help find, 
document, and protect nesting Kemp’s ridley 
sea turtles and their eggs on North Padre Island.  
A variety of local, national, and international 
partners conduct simultaneous patrols for 
nesting Kemp’s ridley turtles and their nests 
elsewhere in Texas and on the Gulf coast of 
Mexico.  We are proud to say we have many 
returning volunteers; but we seek to recruit 
additional volunteers to help with increased 
needs of the program this year.  

Most people volunteering with our turtle 
project help patrol to find, document, and 
protect nesting Kemp’s ridley turtles and their 
eggs using our Utility Transport Vehicles 
(UTVs).  Patrols are during daylight hours since 
Kemp’s ridleys nest mostly during the day, 
along designated routes on the northern section 
of North Padre Island.  Volunteers conducting 
UTV patrols are paired with Biological Science 
Technicians.  Volunteers can also help in other 
ways such as radio dispatching or conducting 
walking patrols on local Gulf beaches.  
Volunteers also help with operational support 
activities such as transporting eggs to our 
incubation facility by beach and highway.  

Volunteers must be at least 18 years of age 
and must possess a valid driver’s license.  
Volunteers are asked to make a commitment of 
at least 10 hours a month for each month of the 
patrol season (April through mid-July), or at 
least 30 hours over the entire patrol season (this 
does not include training hours).  Housing is not 
provided to volunteers. 

Volunteer Training Schedule

All people that want to volunteer during the 

2019 nesting season are required to attend a 
classroom training session every year, regardless 
of the activities they will be conducting.  At the 
classroom training session, volunteers will be 
provided the documentation required for their 
participation in the upcoming season.  They 
will also receive information about the program 
and volunteer duties.  Note that attendance at 
the 2018 fall/winter cold stunned training does 
not fulfill the requirements of becoming a 2019 
spring/summer volunteer.  

If you are interested in participating in the 
UTV patrols, you must attend one of the UTV 
Training and Safety classes, in addition to one 
of the Classroom Sessions.  If you attended a 
full day of UTV Training and Safety in 2017 
or 2018, you will be eligible to sign up for one 
of the UTV Refresher Classes on February 13.  
If you are returning and not going to patrol on 
a UTV, you will only need to attend one of the 
Classroom Sessions.  The following is a list 
of the Classroom and UTV Training classes 
available this season:

Classroom Session 1

Date:  12 February 2019 (Tuesday)

Time:  8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Location:  Padre Island National Seashore, 
Malaquite Visitor Center Education Center

Classroom Session 2

Date:  9 March 2019 (Saturday)

Time:  8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Location:  Padre Island National Seashore, 
Malaquite Visitor Center Education Center

UTV Refresher Training and Safety 1 

Date:  13 February 2019 (Wednesday)

Time:  8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Location:  Padre Island National Seashore 
Headquarters, Turtle Lab/UTV Barn

UTV Refresher Training and Safety 2 

Date:  13 February 2019 (Wednesday)

Time:  12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Location:  Padre Island National Seashore 
Headquarters, Turtle Lab/UTV Barn

UTV Training and Safety 1

Date:  15 February 2019 (Friday)

Time:  8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Location:  Padre Island National Seashore 
Headquarters, Turtle Lab/UTV Barn

UTV Training and Safety 2

Date:  24 February 2019 (Sunday)

Time:  8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Location:  Padre Island National Seashore 
Headquarters, Turtle Lab/UTV Barn

UTV Training and Safety 3

Date:  10 March 2019 (Sunday)

Time:  8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Location:  Padre Island National Seashore 
Headquarters, Turtle Lab/UTV Barn

Volunteers wishing to conduct walking patrols 
and/or UTV patrols must successfully complete 
a short physical fitness test, which will entail 
a short walk at your own pace immediately 
after the Classroom Session.  For the physical 
fitness test, please wear comfortable clothes and 
walking shoes, and be prepared for all types of 
weather. 

For the UTV training, you must wear long 
pants, eye-wear (such as glasses, sunglasses, or 
goggles), long sleeve shirt or jacket, and ankle-
high boots.  If you do not wear the appropriate 
clothing, you will not be allowed to participate 
in the UTV class.  Because of high demand to 
attend these classes, space is very limited so 
come prepared. Additional safety gear (such as 
helmets, safety glasses and safety vests) will be 
available at the training. 

Parking is limited at the Padre Island National 
Seashore Park Headquarters.  Please consider 
car-pooling if you know someone attending 
the same training.  Please note that we are 
conducting the lecture portions of the training 
at the Malaquite Visitor Center.  Please bring a 
packed lunch.  There will be a 30-minute lunch 
break.  An ice chest will be available to hold 
your food and beverages.  

Please call as soon as possible to sign up for 
training classes.  Space is limited and fills 
quickly.  Call (361) 949-8174, extension 268 to 
register or you can contact us by email to pais_
seaturtlevolunteer@nps.gov .  Hope to see you 
soon and thank you in advance for your help 
this year!

Why Purchase From Gary Lunt, Inc.?
t 13 years of proven quality and service

t Over 4,000 lights sold and working toDay
t The only know system on the Gulf Cost 

which has actually passed the 
Building Inspector’s test using the 

national electric code requirements
 u.s. Patent 7,008,081 Issued march 7, 2006

1 year LImIteD Warranty
Call for references 

standard 50’ models starting at $395 + tax

Gary Lunt, Inc      361-537-8333
Port aransas

“YOU GET WHAT YOU PAY FOR”
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Seashore Happenings

(210) 272-9973   theangrymarlin.com
15605 South Padre Island Dr. Corpus Christi, TX

   Valentine’s Menu

$90.00 per couple

Appetizer choice 
(Select 1 to share)

• Lobster Quesadillas
• Spinach & Artichoke Dip
• Blue Corn Onion Rings

Entree choice 
(1 entree for each person)
• 12 oz. Prime Rib - garlic mashed potatoes, sautéed green beans
• Pan Roasted Sea Trout - wild rice, sautéed green beans
• Pork Osso Buco - garlic mashed potatoes, sautéed green beans
• Blue Corn Crusted Chicken with chipotle honey glaze   
 - Garlic mashed potatoes, sautéed green beans
• 12oz NY Strip with caramelized onions, mashed potatoes and  
 green beans
• Panko Crusted Flounder-wild rice, sautéed Green Beans

Dessert choice 
(Select 1 to share)
• Vanilla creme brûlée
• Brownie bottom pie-Gluten Free
• Bread pudding ala mode with caramel
• Key lime pie

Make your reservations today
don’t wait until the last day...

  

Entree choice 
(1 entree for each person)
• 8 oz Beef Filet with creamy polenta and a red wine reduction
• Chicken Roulade with sauteed spinach and a morney sauce
• U2 Shrimp fried “Vietnamese style” charred broccoli puree,   
      brocoli, crispy shallots and shrimp shell reduction
•  Grilled Grouper with lemon beurre blanc and sauteed zuchini          
      and yellow squash
• Single Pork Chop garlic mashed potato and mushroom sauce

Dessert choice 
(Select 1 to share)
• French Chocolate Mousse
• Profiteroles strawberry
• Chocolate Chipotle Creme Brulee

 Valentine’s Menu

$110.00 per couple

Soup or Salad choice  
(Select one for each person)

(select one for each person)
• Silky Corn Soup w/Spicy Corn Relish
• House Salad w/French Vinaigrette

Valentines Day Menus  wil be served 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday

Make your reservations today
don’t wait until the last day...

reserve by phone, email or visit our website

Appetizer choice  
(Select for each person)

(select one to share)
• Smoked Salmon with goat cheese snow, radish
• Four Oysters broiled with Bacon Béchamel and panko
• Tempura Lobster with a chipotle aioli

15605 South Padre Island Dr. Corpus Christi, TX
(210) 418-4819   blacksheepbistro.net

reserve by phone, email or visit our website

Valentines Day Menus  wil be served 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday

15201 South Padre Island Drive

Seashore Learning Center Students recognized their 100th day of school on Thursday, 
January 31.  Students in kindergarten through second grade dressed as if they were 100 
years old, and kindergartners created special projects to share with their class.  Lots of 

fun learning was centered around this day as students celebrated 
 being 100 days smarter!



  Here’s how to place a  
Classified Ad 

To place an ad you can call me at  
361-834-1382 or 

Email your ads to: 
moonclassad@twc.com 

No texts please 
Costs start at $12 for 25 words, 

 20 cents a word after that.   
For a small additional charge, your 
ad can be centered, made larger or   
pictures or clip art can be added. 
Ads with payment can be taken to 

our office at:  
14646 Compass St., Suite 3 

Deadline for classified ads is no later 
than NOON on Tuesday 

PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED 
BEFORE PUBLICATION 

We accept 
American Express, Visa, 

MasterCard 
 

Legal & Business Notices 
Do you need to place a legal or business 

notice?  You’ll find that our rates for running 
your notice cost less than many other 

publication in Nueces County. 
Call Arlene @ 361-834-1382 

The Island Moon Weekly 
for more information  

The Island Newspaper since 1996 
Help Wanted 

Padre Escapes 
Looking For Talented Part-Time 

Housekeepers and Seasonal Inspectors 
We prefer applicants who want only part-time 
work to supplement their income or who do 

not want full time. Schedules to suit your 
needs. No experience necessary, we will 

train and provide all your cleaning supplies. 
You will need your own vacuum and reliable 

transportation. 
We pay piece rate but the successful 

housekeeper will average 
 $20-25 an hour. 

Apply at 14945 S. Padre Island Drive 
Services 

Appliance Repair 

 
-N- House Appliance Repair 
Most major brands & appliances 

Mention this ad for 
discount on repairs 
361-960-0911 

Cleaning & Janitorial 
G & M Unlimited Janitorial 

Commercial & Residential 
Offices – Apartments – Homes 

Move Ins – Move Outs 
Weekly – Biweekly 
Insured & Bonded 
361-453-5655 

35% Discount for Seniors 
Free estimates    Seven days a week 

Services 
Computer Repair 

Scott’s Computer Repair 
PC/Mac Repair Networking 

Home Security Camera Installation 
Cable TV & Internet Wiring 
Fast 24 Hour Turn-Around 

Home or Business 
Free Pick Up and Delivery 

Call 949-4604 or 425-5627 
Home Caregiver 

In Home Patient Care 
I’m available for skilled and unskilled 

care for your loved ones at home 
Catheters, tubes, stand by,  

Dr. appointment transportation 
40 years experience 

Call Ann at 361-288-9162 
  Pool & Spa Services 

ATLANTIS POOL AND SPA SERVICE 
Weekly Pool Maintenance – Repairs 
Renovations - Chemicals – Supplies 

Residential – Commercial 
25 Years Experience – Insured 
Free Delivery! Free Estimates! 

Island Resident Owned 
Call 361-949-8899 
Power Washing 

ISLANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE 
We Power Wash 

 Houses, Driveways, Fences, Decks & 
Sidewalks 

 Call us now to schedule an estimate 
361-949-2773 

Tree Trimming 
CC TREE SERVICE 

361-443-4852 
 Tree Trimming & Removal 
 Stump Grinding 

A+ BBB Accredited 
Fully Insured 

www.cctrees.net 
Yard Care 

Islandscape Maintenance 

 
* Lawn Maintenance   * Power  Washing      
* Palm Trimming         *  Fall Cutback 
* Lot Mowing               *  Decks       
* Installation                                     

FREE ESTIMATES 
361-949-2773 

Cutting Crew Lawn 
Maintenance 

Let Us Help Get Your Yard In Shape 
We specialize in using  

professional lawn equipment 
      ●  Mowing, Trimming 
      ●  Edging, & Tree Pruning 
      ●   4wd Tractor 
      ●  Large or Small Lots 
      ●   Pressure Washing  
           Driveways, Decks, Homes 
      ●   Deck Repair 

Free Estimates – Insured  
We take pride in our work! 
Call Robert 361-800-3535 

Services 
Yard Care (continued)  

Affordable Landscape Installation 
361-765-8157 

Affordable installation and removal of rock 
landscaping for your island home   

Call for a free quote 
20 years experience  

With picture references on request 
Home Maintenance 

Concrete Work 
CONCRETE WORK 

All aspects of Concrete 
Driveways, Patios, Retaining walls, etc. 

Insured 
361-960-9001 

Fences/Decks/Docks 
Boat Lifts 

Artistic Construction 
 Decks, Docks, Pilings, Boat Lifts, Painting, 

Remodeling, Welding, Blacksmithing, 
Handyman 

Licensed – Insured  
 PIBA & BBB Member  
Decades of experience 

361-444-4702 
Sunnie@ArtisticConstruction.cc 

Brock’s Docks – Boatlift Specialist 
Repair or replace 
 Decks 
 Docks 
 Lifts 

15 Years Experience, Island References 
Brock Johnston  

361-673-4321 
Plumbers 

Blades Plumbing, LLC. 
Locally Owned 

Residential Service, Remodel  
and New Construction 

Scott Blades 
Licensed Master Plumber 

RMP 42117 
361-271-6487 

Check us out on our website: 
www.bladesplumbingllc.com 

10% Discount for Island residents 
Repair/Remodel 

Re-Parrot 
We’ll fix it right – For a song! 

 
Home maintenance 

 Repair & light remodeling 
Free Estimates 

Located on “The Island” 
G. Michael Wall   361-779-6621 

Home Maintenance 
Repair/Remodel (continued)  

ISLAND NATIVE 
  MASTER CARPENTER 

30 years+ experience 
Doors – Windows – Decks – Cabinets  

Sheetrock – Tape and Float 
361-815-7900 
CARPENTER 

Fencing – Decks – Docks 
Home Repairs & Remodeling 

Lawn Maintenance & Landscaping 
Locally Owned & Operated 

Nate Lee  
361-510-0114 

MASTER CARPENTER & CREW 
20+ years’ experience 

All aspects of Remodeling, Pergolas, 
Fences, etc. 

Insured 
361-960-9001 

Remodeling & Handyman Services 
Bill “Billy” Olson, Jr. 

 Drywall  
Float & Tape, Patch Repairs 

 Make Readys 
 Painting 
 Carpentry 
 Honey-Dos 
 Much More!  

Cell:  713-201-0628 
E-Mail:  billy.olsontoj@yahoo.com 

Roofing 
Wolfe Construction, Inc. 

 Insurance Restoration 
Specialists 

 Roofing 
 Residential & Commercial 

Bryan Wolfe 
361-949-1180  

15809 El Soccorro Loop 
Corpus Christi TX 78418 
ROOFING PROS! 

Custom Home Exteriors, Inc. 
Tom Sheehan 361-949-2100 

Engineer Inspected/Windstorm Certified 
Quality “Owens Corning” Shingles 

Island Homeowner 
Roofing Padre Island 

Since 1985! 
A+ ROOFING & REMODELING 

AC – Electrical – Fencing    
Foundation Repair  

Painting – Plumbing  
Residential & Commercial 

361-438-4095 

Real Estate  
WATERFRONT CONDO 

15413 Gun Cay Ct, Unit 101 
One bedroom, one bath, updated, 
terracotta tile throughout except for 
bedroom.  All appliances included 
washer, dryer, stove, fridge, and 

microwave.  Screened back porch.   
Boat slips and trailer parking available. 

 Priced at $129,900   
Call Sylvia at 361-947-1213 

 for showings  
Surfside, 2/1 Furnished Condos  
across from the beach on N. Padre 
Island.  Just listed #104, first floor, 
colorful décor, $113,000.  #218, second 
floor, vinyl wood look and carpet 
flooring, $110,000.  #112, first floor, 
$112,500 with $5000 carpet allowance.  
Nice pool area.  Barbara Thrasher, 
Coldwell Banker Island Escapes, 817-
271-6880, HomesPortAransas.com. 

Village By The Beach 
  1/1 with Alcove area.  Unfurnished 

Stainless Steal appliances  
Refrigerator/Washer/Dryer included 

Heated Pool/BBQ Area 
Short walk to Beach.  $199,000  

Call Shonna 361-510-3445 
 for showings 

Rentals 
                       FOR RENT 
15317 Bonasse 1/1 canal front w boat 
lift $1400 
14514 E Cabana 2/2 fully furnished, 
canal front $1675 
14302 Kemps Way 3/2.5 new luxury 
townhome $1800 
14306 Kemps Way 3/2.5 new luxury 
townhome $1800 
           Call Kristy 361-834-7165 

Office Space Available 
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE  

FOR LEASE 
 Up to 1360 sq ft is available at: 

 15217 So. Padre Island Dr. Ste 110  
Call 361-225-0220 
Boat Services 

Buckshot Services 
Tom Buckner  

USCG 100 Ton Master  
Insured 

Bi-monthly Service Includes: 
        Check Boat Lift 
        Run Boat 
        Check All Systems 
        Thorough Boat Wash 
        Provide List of Needed Repairs 

361-947-3337 
tbuckshot@icloud.com 

 
361 Mobile Marine 
Automotive – Diesel 
Small Engine Repair 

Call Aaron at 
956-351-9951 

Al-Anon & AA Meetings 
Is alcohol causing a problem  

in your family? 
Try Al-Anon 

  Al-Anon meets at 7:00 pm Sundays at 
Padre Island Baptist Church 

Friends and families of problem  
drinkers find understanding and support  

At Al-Anon Meetings 
An Al-Anon group meets each 

Thursday at 7:00 PM at 
St Andrew by the Sea 
14238 Encantada Ave. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
MEETINGS 

The Sunset 7 AA Meetings are held on 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday at 7 PM 

at :  
The Presbyterian Church  

On the Island 
14030 Fortuna Bay Dr. 

In addition on Sunday AA Meetings 
 are held at 8 AM at  

The Pavillon on the Boardwalk 
Near Padre Bali 

Moon Classifieds #773

Crossword Solution
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Snoopy’s (361) 949-8815
Scoopy’s (361) 949-7810

13313 S. Padre Island Drive  
Corpus Christi, TX 78418

Under the Bridge
Open Sun - Thurs 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Fri - Saturday 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. 

Now Accepting Visa Mastercard & Discover

Scoopy’s Hours
Open 7 Days a Week 

Sun - Thurs 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

fcbot.com

Have You
Met Don?
Come By and Say Hello!

14254 S Padre Island Dr • 361-949-9310

Don Herrick
Vice President



as good as it gets. I saw a lot of people I know 
at the show and was thrilled to run into an 
island friend from yesteryear, Cody Angel, 
who was inspired to play pedal steel by 
Lloyd. Cody is living in Seguin now and plays 
with Cody Canada and other high powered 
Americana acts. He’s a bonafied road dog and 
in high demand on the music circuit these days. 
Another show I caught last weekend that I found 
delightful was with bluesman Mike O’Neill 
at Giggity’s on Saturday. Mike had the blues 
crème de la crème for sidemen on hand with 
Charlie Rouzer on Hammond B-3, Antone 
Perez on drums and Art Galvan on bass. Mike 
is an accomplished guitarist and consistently 
plays a fast, hard driving array of super clean 
licks. They played a nice variety of blues and 
classic rock and really blew my mind when 
they jumped into the Booker T tune, Green 
Onions. Later, Charlie told me that was the first 
time they had played the song together. I can’t 
image how spectacular these guys might be if 
they rehearsed. Also last week I caught Jered 
“Wolfjaw” Clark at Giggity’s on Wednesday. 
Jered kept a high energy show going which 
was very entertaining. I can tell he’s been wood 
shedding since the Flat’s Lounge closed. 

DO NOT MISS LIST

Carol Elliott to perform in Feb…

Local songbird Carol Elliott will play the 
non-smoking Tiki Room at Giggity’s on the last 
two Fridays of February from 6-8. Elliott is a 
Winter Texan fave with her beautiful repertoire 

Coming this weekend…

Also watch for shows from the great Kevin 
Russell aka: Shinyribs (Austin, TX) at Brewster 
Street on Friday. Our buddy, Kelly Mickwee is 
a singer in the band and a force to be reckoned 
with her own right. Shinyribs used to play the 
Back Porch every year but out-grew us. They 
are one of the hottest bands on the circuit right 
now and for good reason. Russell is as animated 
as it gets and his songs are stellar . On Saturday, 
watch for the great Independent Thieves will 

play Giggity’s. This is folk rock at its best. 

On the horizon…

There’s lots of stuff to watch for in the near 
horizon. Keep an eye out for Mike Blakely, 
Todd Dorn, Ulrich Ellison, Mike O’Neill, 
Whooping Crane Festival, Laid Back Texas, 
Richard Leigh & Davin James, Pirates and 
Poets with Rick Hoefel, Gary Moeller, J.D. 
Edge, Melanie Howe, Ty Dietz, Jerry Diaz, 
Mark Mireles, Kit Stedman, Jim Hoehn and 
Mary Curtufello. Also Barefoot Mardi Gras 
is right around the corner, as is Fat Tuesday 
with Earfood. That ought to keep you busy for 
a while. Be safe out there. 

♫♪♫ And, that’s the truth ♪♫♪

of original folk songs. She has spent more than 
30 years in the music industry, as a songwriter, 
performing artist, and record company exec 
on Music Row in Nashville. Her credentials 
range from street performer in San Francisco 
to working with top artists in Nashville such as 
Dolly Parton and Garth Brooks. She’s won the 
prestigious Wrangler Award for Best Western 
Song of the Year from the National Cowboy 
Hall of Fame. Her song, Corn, Water and Wood, 
was recorded by Michael Martin Murphy.  

Super boring Bowl…

I don’t have much good to say 
about this year’s Super Bowl. The game itself 
was boring and uneventful. The halftime 
performance was underwhelming with artists 
that I could care less about. And the local bar 
scene during the game was lethargic. I did 
however enjoy some of the commercials. The 
one with the Dude and Sarah Jessica Parker 
was cool and the one with the old retired 
football players tearing up that restaurant was 
pretty funny. I didn’t have a dog in this hunt and 
didn’t win any money. In the immortal words 
of Foghorn Leghorn, “It’s like, I say, it’s like 
backing into a brazen bit… you get bored.” Just 
about everyone I’ve talked to has said pretty 
much the same thing. Oh well, I guess there’s 
always next year. Yawn.

On the local bar scene…

There’s fresh 
activity on the 
bar scene around 
Port A lately. 
Our beloved 
Back Porch 
will re-open for 
the season this 
Friday. It’s a 
bit earlier than 
previous years 
but GM Lee 
Harper assures 

me they’re ready and bustin’ at the bit to get 
2019 going. It’s my understanding that they 
will ease into the live music schedule and I’ll 
keep you posted as it develops. Lee assures me 
there’s some top notch surprises in the works 
as well as our old favorites. Also, I see where 
the Salty Dog got their go ahead with funding 
and have started construction of their new club 
this week. The “Dawg” is one of our island’s 
favorite watering holes and has been sorely 
missed since Hurricane Harvey blew their 
lights out. Also, the old Wild Horse Saloon next 
to La Playa on Beach Street is being worked on 
and it appears that the glamping grounds behind 
it, Coyoacan , has enlisted the property as part 
of their compound and will be “family friendly” 
with drinks and burgers. The Wild Horse was a 
great bar and a comfortable haunt. I miss it. As 
far as I’m concerned, the more the merrier and I 
welcome them all into the lair. This little island 
can always use a few more bars. 

Scattered shots…

I got to see my old pals Terri Hendrix and 
Lloyd Maines at the Third Coast Theater last 
weekend and what a treat it was. I have been 
listening to Terri since the early days in San 
Antonio at Billy Blues circa: 1992 and to Lloyd 
even longer, back to the 70’s in Lubbock when 
he played pedal steel with Joe Ely. I could 
write volumes here about the accomplishments 
of these two geniuses but suffice it to say, they 
are the real deal and the music they create is 

By Ronnie Narmour

ronnienarmour@gmail.com
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  GIGGITY’S RESTAURANT & BAR
LIVE MUSIC

EVERY 
NIGHT

Kitchen Open 
Until 1 a.m.!

The Gaff
Pizza             Beer            Darts        Belt sander Races

LIVE MUSIC
Free Beer Band Every Thurs (7-10) 

The Chanklas on Friday 
Independent Thieves on Saturday  

Antone & All Stars Every Sunday (8-12) 
Open Jam Every Monday (8-12) 

Paul & Victoria Every Tuesday (7-10) 
Jim Dugan on Wednesday 

722 Tarpon, Port Aransas, TX

Crawfish Boil 
MARCH 3

Expert Computer Repairs

Live Music
Todd Dorn & the Sea 
Drifters @ Giggity’s

Splendiferous @ Rockit’s
El Dusty’s Tropicoso @ 

House of Rock
Ron Baker @ Island Wine

Sunday, February 17
Antone & the All Stars @ 

Giggity’s
Fundaze @ House of Rock

Monday, February 18
Open Jam w/ Ray Summy 

@ Giggity’s

Tuesday, February 19
Paul & Victoria @ 

Giggity’s
 

Wednesday, February 20
Magnus @ Giggity’s

PA Rockers @ Bernie’s
South Texas Grassroots @ 

Island Italian

Thursday, February 21
Whooping Crane Festive 

@ Port A
Beer Band @ Giggity’s
Ruben Limas @ Island 

Italian 
Independent Thieves @ 

House of Rock

Friday, February 22
Whooping Crane Festive 

@ Port A
Ulrich Ellison & Tribe @ 

Giggity’s
Micro Wrestling @ House 

of Rock
Billy Snipes @ Island Wine

Saturday, February 23
Whooping Crane Festive 

@ Port A
Pirates & Poets @ Shorty’s 

& Plantation Suites
Laid Back Texas @ Padre 

Island Burger Co.
Metal Shop @ Brewster 

Street
Emo is Forever @ House 

of Rock
Janelle @ Island Wine 

Sunday, February 24
Whooping Crane Festive 

@ Port A
Pirates & Poets @ Shorty’s

Antone & the All Stars @ 
Giggity’s

Ballyhoo!, Kash’d Out @ 
House of Rock

Monday, February 25
Open Jam w/ Ray Summy 

@ Giggity’s

Tuesday, February 26
Paul & Victoria @ 

Giggity’s

 Tonight
Thursday, February 7
Free Beer Band @ 
Giggity’s
Ruben Limas @ Island 
Italian 
Reinstated, Root of a 
Rebellion @ House of 
Rock

Friday, February 8
Chanklas @ Giggity’s
Shinyribs @ Brewster 
Street
Philip Hand @ House of 
Rock
Rich Lockhart @ Island 
Wine

Saturday, February 9
Independent Thieves @ 
Giggity’s
Lone Star Taste Chili 
Cook-off @ Port A
Hudson Falcons  @ House 
of Rock
Billy Snipes @ Island 
Wine

Sunday, February 10
Antone & the All Stars @ 
Giggity’s
Fundaze @ House of Rock

Monday, February 11
Open Jam w/ Ray Summy 
@ Giggity’s

Tuesday, February 12
Paul & Victoria @ 
Giggity’s
Open Jam w/ Rev Matt @ 
House of Rock
 
Wednesday, February 13
Jim Dugan @ Giggity’s
PA Rockers @ Bernie’s
South Texas Grassroots @ 
Island Italian
Damon Scott @ House of 
Rock

Thursday, February 14
Free Beer Band @ 
Giggity’s
Mike Blakely @ Rialto 
Theater
Michael McMullen @ 
Scuttlebutt’s

Friday, February 15
Bad Buoys @ Giggity’s
Returned to Sender @ 
Rockit’s
Stevie Start @ Island 
Italian
Face to Face @ House of 
Rock
Lyle Mathews @ Island 
Wine

Saturday, February 16

OPEN Till 2am • 823 Tarpon St. Port Aransas

Pirates & 
Poets  

Feb 23 -24

132 W. Cotter St. Port A On the Waterfront

OPENING  
Fri, Feb. 8th 

Noon

 315 N. Alister  (361) 416-1020

Treasure Island
OPEN AT 5 P.M. 

EVERY DAY!

treasureislandporta

Carol Elliott will play the non-smoking 
Tiki Room at Giggity’s on the last two 

Fridays in February (6-8).

Construction to re-build 
the Salty Dog has begun.

Jered Clark played Giggity’s last 
Wednesday.

Kevin Russell aka Shinyribs with Alice 
Spencer and Kelly Mickwee on vocals will 

play Brewster Street on Friday.

Mike O’Neill with Charlie Rouzer on 
Hammond, Antone Perez on drums and 
Art Galvan on bass played Giggity’s on 

Saturday.

Terri Hendrix and Lloyd Maines played 
the Third Coast Theater on Saturday.

The Independent Thieves will play 
Giggity’s on Saturday.

What a boring Super Bowl it was. No 
excitement in this room.


